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FROM 
A Miniſter in the City to a Miniſter inthe 
Countrey, about the preſent Difference 
concerning FUST IF ICAT ION, 
OUR Earnet Deſire of Information about ſome Diffe- 
| rence amongſt Nonconformiſts in London, whereof you 
hear ſo much by flying Repertsand protels you know ſo 
lictle of che Truth thereof, is the Caulc of this Writing. 
You know, that not many Months ago, there was a fair-like ap: 
arance of Unity betwixt the two moſt conſiderable Parties on that 
ide; and their Differences having been rather _ than prin- 
Ciple, about Church-Order and Communion, ſeemed cafily reconcilia- 
ble, where a Spirit of Love, and of a ſound Mind was at work. 
But how ſhort was the Calm? For quickly aroſe a greater Storm trom 
another Quarter, and a Quarrel began upon higher Points, eyen on 
no leſs than the Dodrine of the Grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Jutification of a Sinner by Faith alone, Some think that the Re- 
po of Dr. Criſp's Book, gave the firſt Rite to it. But we muſt 
ook further back for its true Spring. Ir is well known, bur little 
confadered, what a great Pr  I—— had made in this Na- 
tion 
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tion before the beginning of the Civil Far : And ſurely it hath loft 
lietle ſince it ended. hatcan be the Reaſon, why the very Parli- 
aments in the Reign of Zames I. and Charles I. were to alarmed 
with Arminianiſm, as may be read in Hiſtory, and is remembrcd by 
' Old Men; and that now for a loag time r hn hath becn no-talk, 
no fear of it; as if Armmnianiſm were dead and buried, and no man 
knows where its Grave is > 6 not the true Reaſon to be found in its 
Univerſal prevailing in the Nation ? 

B.t that which concerneth our Ca, iss That the Middle way 
beiw xt the Ar ni7iens, and the Orthodox, had been eſpouled, and 
ſtregvwpſly defended an | oromoted by [ome Nonconformifs, of gr cat 
Note for Piety and Parcs, ( and uſually fuch Men that arc for mid- 
dle waysin points of Doftrine, have a greatcr kindnels for that Ex- 
tream they go half way to, than for that which they ge balt way 
from.)And theNotions thereot were imbibedby a great many Students 
who labuured (through the Iniquity of the Times) under the great 
Diſadvantage of the want of grave and lound Divinesto direft and 
a(lſt their Studies at Univerfities ; and therefore contented them- 
ſelves with ſtudying ſuch Engliſh Authors, as had gone in a path un- 
—— by our Predeceflors, and by the Protejtant Univerſities as 

coad. 


Theſe Notions haye been preach'd, and wrote againſt, by ſeveral 
Diviesamonglt our ſelyes ; and the different Opinions haye been, 
till of late, managed with ſome Moderation, to which. our being 
all born down by Perſecution, did ſomewhat contribute, 

Ic is a ſad, but true Obſervation, That no Contentions are more ea- 
fily kindied, more fiercely purſued, and more hardly —_—_ than thoſe of 
Divines; ſo-netimes from their Zeal for T ruth, and ſometimes from 
_ Principles, that may aRt in them, as well as in other 


n, 

The SubjeXt of the Controverhie is about the Juftifying Grace of 
Cod in + Owned it is by both, and both far it be abu- 
ſed, e ther by turning it into Wantonnels, hence the No'{c of Antivo- 
mi 'ni/m; or by corrupting it with the mixture of Works z hence 
the Fearson the other fide of Armw/lianiſm. Both Parties dilown 
the Name caſt upon them : Tne one will not be called Arminians, 
and tle ther hate both Name and Thing of Antin»mani/m, crul 
fo calicd : Both ſometimes lay the ſame Thing, and profeſs _ 


cnt 
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Aﬀent to the Doftrinal Articles of the Chnrch of England, to the Con- 
fejfion of Faith and Catechiſms compoled at eſtminfes, ard to the 
Harmony of the Confgſſions of all the Reformed Churches, in theſe 
D« Rrines of Grace,” And it both be Candid in this Protethiony it 
is vey ſtrange that there ſhould be any Controyetfic ameugſlt 
them. 

Let us therefore, firſt, take a View of the Parties, and then of 
their Principles, As tothe Party a, 4 of Antinomianiſm, and Li- 
bertiniſm, (in this City) it is plain, I hat the Chrrihes wherein they 
are concerned, are more ſttiQt ard exaCt in tiying ot ther that ofter 
themſclyes urto their Communion, asto their Faith, and Holinefs, 
betore their admitting them; in the Engapements laid! on them toa 
Goſpel-walking at their Admiſhon , and in their Inſpeion over 
them afterwards. As to thejr Converlations, they are generally of 
the mote Regular, and Exat Frame, and the Fruits of Holinels in 
their Lives, to the Praiſe of God, and Honour of the Golpel, can- 
not with modeſty be denied. Is it not unaccountable, to charge a 
People with Licentiouſneſs, when the Chargers cannot deny, and 
{ome cannot well beai the Stritneſs of their Walk > It is common- 
ly aid, T bat it is only their Principles, and the terdency of them 
to lcoſe Walking, thar they blame. Fut (waving that at pre- 
ſent) ic ſeems not fair to charge a People with Licentious DoQtrines 
when the Profcflors thereot are approved of for their God!ine(s,1nd 
when they do ſincerely profeſs, that their Godlinels begun with,and 
is promoted by the Faith of their Principles, Let it not be milta- 
ker, it I here make a Compariſon betwixt Papifts and Protefieits. 
The later did always profeſs the DeQtrine of Juſtification by Faith 
alone. This was Blaſphemy in the Papiſis Ears, They till did, 
and docry out againſt it, as a Licentious Dottrine, and deſtrutive 
of Good Works, Many ſnffcient Anſwers have been giver,into 
this unjuſt Charge, Bur co my purpoſe, the Wonder was, that 
the Pajifts were not convinced by the [plendid Holincks of the Old 
Believers, and by the Viſible Truth of their boly PraRtice, and 
their profe(hng, that as long as-they lived in the Blincnels and 
Darkneſs of Popery, they were profane, and that as ſocn as God 
revealed the Goſpel to them, and] had'wrovght in them the Faith 
thereof, they were ſanRificd, and led other Lives. So witnefled 
the Noble Lord Cobham, who (ufftered in K. Henry the 51h his Time, 
aboye an 100 Years before Lather, Ls Words at his Examinati- 
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on before the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and his Clergy, were theſe * 
As fot that Verturs Main, \Vickliff, (for with his Doftrine he was 
charged) whoſe Judgment ye ſo highly _m 1 ſhall ſay of my part, 
both before G14 and Mm, that before I knew that Deſpiſed Doftrine of 
his, Inever abtained from fin ; but fince I learned therein to- fear my 
Lord Gol, it hath otherwiſe, I truſt, been with me, $o much Grace 
coul1 I never find in all yowr glorious Inſtruftions. Fox's Book of Mars 
tyrs, Vol. 1. p. 640. Col.2. Elit. 1564. Anil fince I am on that ex- 
cellent Book, I intreat you to read Mr. Patrick Hemiltor!s little T rea» 
tile, ro which Frith Goth Pretace, and Fox doth add ſome Explica- 
tion, Vol. 2. p. 18. to p. 192, where ye will find the Old plain 
Pcote!tant Truth about LY and Go'pel, delivered withour any 
chool-Terms. To this, add in your reading, in the ſame Vol 2. 
F+ 497- to þ. 50g. Hereſfies and Errors falfly charged on Tindal's Wri- 
tings. Where ye will ſee the Old Faich of the Saints in its Simplici- 
o and the Old Craft and Cunning of the Antichritian Party, in 
and cring the Truth. I muſt, for my part, confels, That theſe 
plain Declarations of Goſpel-Truth, have a quite other Sayour 
with me, than the Dry In{tpid Accounts thereof, given by Pretend- 
ders to humane Wiſdom. 

But palling theſe things, let us look to Principles, and that with 
reſpeRt to their Native and Regular Influence on Sanftification, And 
Iamwilling, that that ſhould derermine the Matter, next to the Con- 
ſonancy of the Principles themſelves ro the Word of God. It can 
be no Doftrine of God, that is not according to Godlinels. Some 
think, that if Good Works, and Holinels, and Repentance, be al- 
lowed no room in Juſtification, that there is no room leſt for them 
in the World, and in the praRice of Believers. So hard ſcems-it to 
be to ſome, to keep in their Eye the certain fixed bounds:betwixt 

aſtification and SanRification. There is no difference berwixt a 

aſtified and a SanRified Man; for he is always the ſame perſon that 
partakes of thele Priviledges: But Juſtification and SanQification 
differ greatly in many Reſpefts, as is commonly known. Bur to 
come a little cloſer : 

The Party here ſuſpefted of Antinonianiſn, do confidently pro- 
teſt before Gol, Angels and Men, That they eſpouſe no New Do- 
Arine about the Grace of God, and Juſtification, and the other co- 
incident Points, bur what the Reformers as home and abroad did 
teach, andall the Proteſtant Churches do own ; And that in as, 

at 
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4 Law-condemned Sinner is freely Juſtified by God's Grace through 
—— that is in Zeſus Chrif , that he is Juſlified only for the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to bim by God of his free Grace and receivel 
by faith alone as an Inſtrument which f aith is the gift of the ſame Grace. For 
uarJing again(cLicentiouſneſs they conſtantly teach out of: God's 
Vord, That without Holineſs no man can ſee God, That all that believe 
truly on Jeſus Chriſt, as they are Juſtified by the ſprinkling of bis 
Blood, ſo are they Sandtified by the effuſion of his Spirit, That all 
that boaſt of their Faith in Chnift, and yet live after their own Luſts, 
and the courſe of this World, have no true Faith at all ; but do in their 
profeſſion and contradifting Prattice, Blaſpheme the Name of God, and 
the Dodrine of his Grace, and continuing ſo, ſhall periſh with a double 
Deſtruttion beyond that of the openly Profane, that make no Profeſſion, 
And when they find any ſuch in their Communion, which is 
exceeding rarely, they caſt them out as Dead Branches; T hey 
teach that as the daily Study of Sandtification is a neceyary exerciſe to 
all that are in Chri(t, ſo that the Rule of their Diredion therem is the Holy 
ſpotleſs Law of God in Chriſt's Hand, That the Holy Ghoſt is the Be- 
ginner and Advancer of this Wark, and Faith in 7eſas Chritt, the 
great Mean thereof. That no Man can be Holy till be be in m_ 
and anited to him by Faith, and that no Man-1s truly in Chrit , but 
be is thereby Sandtified, They Preach the Law to Condemn all Fleſh 
out of Chriſt, and to ſhew thereby to people, the neceſſity of betaking 
themſelves to him for Salvation, See the layory words of bleſſed 
Tindal, called the Apoſtle of England, in his Letter to Jobs Frith, 
written 7an, 1533. Book of. Martyrs, Vol. 2. Page 308. Expound the 
Law truly, open the Vail of Moles to ——_— all Fleſh, and 
any all Men ſinners , and all deeds under the Law before - Mercy 
taken - away the condemnation thereof, to be Sin and Damnable ; 
and then as a faithful Miniſter ſet abroach the Mercy of our Lord Je- 
ſas , and let the wounded Conſciences Drink of the Water of him. 
And then ſhall your Preaching be with Power, and not as the Hypo- 
crites. And the Spirit of God ſhall work with you, and all Conſciences 
ſhall bear record unto you, and feel that it is ſo. And all Dofrine 
that caſteth a miſt on theſ two, to ſhadow and bide them, I mean the 
Law f God, and Mercy of Chriſt, that reſyt you with all Jour power, 
And fodo we. 
Whar is there in all this, to be offended with ? is nor this 
enough to Vindicate our Dofrine from any tendency to Li- 
ccntiouſnels 2? 
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centiouſneſs2 I am afraid, that there are ſome things wherein we 
difler mote than they think fit yer to expreſs. And I ſhall gueſs at 


them : 


I. Is about the Imputed Righteouſneſs of Chrift, This Righteoul- 
nels of Chriſt, in his Active and Paſtive Obedience. hath been aſler- 
ted by Proteſtant Livines, to be r.ot only the Procuring, and Mcri- 
torious Cauſe of our Juliitication , for this the Papiſts own z But the 
Matter, as the Imputation of it is the Form of our Juſtification $ 
Though I think that our Logica! Terms are rot fo acapted tor fuch 
Divine Myſteries, But whatcyer Propriety, ot Impropriety be in 
{uch School-Terms, the common Proteftant Doftine hath been, 
Thar a convinced Sinner ſecking Juſtification, muſt haye nothing 
in his Eve but this R-ghtcouſrieſs of Chriſtzas God propoſeth nothing 
elle ro Him ; And that God in juſtitying a Sinner, accepts him in 
this Rightcouſnelſs only, when he impures it rohim. 

Now about the Imruted Kkighteonſneſs of Chriſt, ſore ſay, That 
it belongs only to the Per ſon of Chrit: He was under the Law, and bound 
10 keep it for himſelf, that ke might be a fit Mediatur, without Spot cr 
Blemiſh: That it is a Qualification in the Mediator, rather than a Benefit 
acquired by him, to be communicated to hu People, For they will nct al- 
low this Perſonal Rightecnſneſs of Chrilt to be imputed to ws any other- 
wiſe than in the Merit of it, as pwr bang for as @ more eafie Law of 
Grace ; in the Obſervation whereof they place all our Juftifying Kighte- 
ouſneſs: Urderſtanding hereby owr own Perſonal inherent Holineſs, 
and nothing elſe. They hold, That Chriſt died to merit this of the Pa- 
ther ; viz. That we might be Juftfied uj on eaſier Terms, under the Goſ- 
pel, than thoſe of the Law of Innocency ; Irfiead of Juftification by per- 
fetl Obedience, we are now to be juftified by our own Evangelical Kighte- 
ouſneſs, made up of Faith, Repentance, and ſincere Obedience. And 
it we hold not with them in this, they tell the World, we are Enc- 
mics to Evangelical Holineſs, ſighting the praftice of all Good 
Works , and allowing our Heaters to live as they liſt, Thus 
on lander the Preachers of Free Grace, becauſe we do not place 

vſtification in oor own inherent Holineſs, but in Chriſt's perfe&t 
ightcouſneſs, impured to us upon our believing in him, hich 
Faith, we teach, purifies the heart, and always inclines to Holineſs 
of Lite. Neither do we hold any Faith to be true and ſaving, that 
doth not ſhew it ſelf by Good Works, without which noman is, or 


can 
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can be Juſtified, either in hisown Conſcience, or before Mn. But 
ic doth not hence follow, that we cannot be juſtified in the light of 
God by Faith. only ; as the Apoſtle Pax! afferts the latter, and the A- 
on Sames the former in a good Agreement. LE, 

2. There appears to be ſome diftecence, or miſ underſtanding of 
one another, abou: th? true Notion and Nature of Juftifying Faith. Di- 
vines commonly diſti:guiſh berwixt the Dire# At of Fazth, and the 
Reflex 4#. The Dive# At is properly Jultifying and Saving Fairh, 
by which a loſt finger comes to Chriſt, and relics upon him tor Sal- 
vation. The Reflex A# is the looking back of the Soul upon a 
former AR of Faith. A Rational Creature can reflet upon his 
on Ads, whether they be Aﬀts of Reaſon, Faich or Uabe- 

Che 

A Diret Ai of ſaving Faith, that by which alot Sinn:r goes 
out of himſelf co Chriſt for kelp, relying upon him only tor Salva- 
tion, A Reflex At ariſeth from the ſcnle that Fairh gives of its own 
inward Af, upon a {crious Review ; the truth and ſincerity of which 
1s furrher cleared upto the Conſcience, by the Genuine Fruits of an 
unteigned Faith, appearing toall men in our good Lives, and holy 
Converſation. But tor as plain astheſe things be, yet we find we are 
| frequently miſtaken by othersz and we wonder at the Miſtake; for 
we dare not aſcribe ro ſome Learned and Good Men, the Principles 
of Ignorance, or Willfulneſs, from whence miſtakes in plain Caſcs 
uſually proceed. When we do preſs Sinners to come to Chriſt by 
a Dirett At of Faith, conſiſting in an humble Reliance upon him tor 
Mercy and Pardon : They will underſtand us (whether we will or 
not) of a Reflex 4 of Faith, by which a Man knows and belicycs 
that his ſios are pardoned, and that Chriſt is his : When rhey mighc 
caſtly know, that we mean no ſuch thing, Mr. Water Marſhall in 
his excellent Book, lately Publiſhed, hath largely opened this, and 
ny Controverly of this day, though it be 8 or 9g Ycars fiace 

ce died, 

3, We ſcem to differ about the Intereft, and Room, and Place that 
Faith hath in Juſtification: That we are juſt fid by Faith in Jeſus 
Chrift, is ſo plainly a New Teſtament-Truth, that no Man pretend- 
ing never lo bately to the Chriſtian Name, denies it. The Papiſts 
own 1tzi0d the Socinians and Arminians,and all own it.But how dif- 
ferent are their ſenſes of itz And indeed you cannot more ſpeedily 
and certainly judge of the ſpicit of a Man,thaa by his real —_— 
len 
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lenſe of this phraſe (if you could reach it ) # Sinner @ juſtified by 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Someſay, that Faith in Jeſus Chrilt juſtifies 
as it isa Work by the 79 credere, asit it came 1n the room of per- 
fect Obedience , required by the Law. Some thar Faith juſti- 
hes, as it is informed and animated by Chailtyz ſo the Papifts, who 
plainly Confound py" and ' SanQtification. Some 
lay, That Faith juſtifies , as it « a fulifling of the Condition of 
the New Covenant, if thon believeſt, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Nay , they 
will not ho!d there, but they will have this Faith to Jultite, as it 
hath a Principle, and Fitneſs in it to diſpoſe to ſincere Obedience. The- 
plain Old Proteſtant DoQtrine is, T hat the place ot Faith in Juſti- 
hcationy is only that of a Hand, or Inſtrument; receiving the Righ- 
tcolnels of Chriſt, for which only we arc juitited, Sothat though 
reat Scholars do often confound themſclyes, and others, in their 
i(putations about Faith's juſtifying a Sinner, every poor plain Be- 
liever bath the Marrow of this Myltery feeding his heart, and he 
can readily tell you, That to be juſtified by Faith, « to be juifified by 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, apprehended by Faith. 

4. We ſeem to miſunderſtand one another about the Two Adams, 
and eſpecially the latter. Sec Rom. 5; 12. tothe end. In that excel- 
lent Scripture a Compariſon is inſticuted, -which it we did duly un- 
derſtand, and agree in, we ſhould not readily differ in the Main 
things of the Goſpel. The Apoſtle there tells us, Tharthe Firſt 4- 
dam ſtood in the Room of all his Natural Poſterity ; He had their 
Stock in his hand , While he ſtood, they ſtood in him ; when he 
fell, they fell with him ; by his Fall he derived Sin and Death to all 
them that ſpring from him by Natural Generation. This is the ſad 
fide. But he tells us, in oppoſition thereto, and in a——_— 
therewith, that Chrift, the Second Man, is the New Head of the Re- 
deemed World. He ſtands in their Room, his Obedience is theirs, 
and he communicates to his Spiritual Off-ſpring, the juſt contrary 
to what the firſt ſinfu! Adem doth to his Natural Otf-ſpring; Righte- 
ouſneſs inſtead of Guilt and Sin, Lefe inſtead of Death, Juſtification 
inſtead of Condenmation, and Eternal Life inſtead of Hel! deſerved. 
$o that I think, the 3d, 4th, and 5th Chapters of the Epiſtle to.the 
Romens, for the Myſtery of Juſtification, and the 6th, 7th, and 8th, 
for the Myſtery of Sanfification, deſerve our dee w_ Bur 
what ſay others about Chriſt's being the Second 4dam> We find 

. chem unwilliogto ſpeak of it ; and when they do, it is quite —_ 
rom 
- 
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from the Scope of the Apoſtle in that Chapter. Thus to wthev 
ſeem 1o fav, That Gad 25 a Reftor,, Ruler, Gavernour, hath reſolved to 
fave Men by 7efus Chriſt; That the Rule = Government is the Gof. 
pel, a3 4 new Law of Grace: That Jefus Chriſt is ſet at the Head of thts 
Rettoral Government ; That in that State be ſus in Glory, ready, aud a- 
ble, out of his Purchaſe and Merits, ta give Zuſtification, and Eternal 
Life, ta all that can bring good Evidence f their having complied with the 
Terms and Conditions of the Law of Grace. T hus they antedare tlie 
Laſt Day, and hold torch Chrift as a Judge, rather than a Sat» 
our, Luther was wont to warn people of this diftinion, fre- 
ge in his Comment on the Epittle to the Calatians: And no 0- 
ther Head{hip to Chritt, do we find ſome ws, Fo admir, bur 


what belongsto his Kingly Office: Asfor his Suretiſhip, and being 


the Second Adam, and a publick je ſor, ſorne treat it with © on» 
tempt, I have heard, that Dr. Tho. Goodwin was in his Youth an 
Armmiqu, or at teaſt inclining that way, but was by the Lord's 
Grace brought off by Dr. ibs his clearing up to him this ſame 
Paint of Chriſt's being the Head and Repreicncative of all hs 
People, Now though we maintain ſtedfaltly this Headſhip of 
p_ Chriſt, yet we lay not, That there is an aQtual partaking of 
i 


s Fulncſs of Grace, till we be in him by Faith, though this 
Faith is alſo given us on Chriſt's behalf, Phil. 1. 24. and we be- 
lieve through Grace, Ads 18, 27. And we know no Grace, 'we 
can call nothing Grace, we care for no Grace, but wiart cones 
from this Head, the Saviour of the Body. But ſo muchſhall ſerve 
to on forth the main thingsof difference and Miltakes. 

it not a little provoking, that ſome arc ſo captious, that no 
Minifter can rd in the ; Sor mh of ſome, (of the Freedom of 
God's Grace, of the Imputation of Chrif's Righteouſneſs, of ſole and ſan- 
gle believing on him for Righteouſneſs and Eternal Life, of the Impoſſubili- 
q a Natural Man's doing any good Work, before be be in Chriſt ; 
the impoſſubility of the mixing of Man's Righteouſneſs and Works, wit 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs in the buſmeſs of Juſtification, and ſevera! other 
Pornts, ) but he is immediately called, or luſpefted ta be an Anti- 
nomian. © If we fay, that Faich in Jeſus Chriſt is veither Work, 
nor Condition, nor Qualification in Juſtification, but is a mesr 
Inſtrument, receiving ( as an mn Hand receiveth the freely 
gon Alms) the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and that in its very 
z It is a renouncing of all things bur the Gift of Grace, thefire 
Is 
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is kindled. So that it is come to that, as Mr. Chriſt-pher Fowler - 
Gid, That be that will not be Antichriſtian, muſt be called an Anti 
nomian. . Is there a Miniſter in London,. who did not preach, 
fome twenty, ſome thirty years ago, according .to their {tand- 
ing, that ſame Doftrine now by ſome called Axtinomian. Let 
not Dx. Criſp's Book be looked upon as the Standard of our Do- 
Grine.; there are many good things in it; and alſo many cx- 
preſſions in it, that we. generally diſlike. It's true chat Mr. Bur- 
geſs, and Mr. Rutherford wrote againſt Antinomianiſm, and againſt 
ſome that were both Antin»mians and Arminians: And it is no leſs 
true that they wrote againſt the Arminians, and did hate the. 
New Scheme of Divinity, ſo much now contended for, .and to, 
which -we owe all our preſent contentions. 1 am perſuaded thar 
if theſe godly and ſound Divines, were on the preſent Stage,, 
they. would be as ready to draw their Pens againſt rwo Books 
lately printed againſt Dr. Criſp, as eyer they were to write againſt 
the. Dodfor's Book. Truth 1s to be defended by Truth, but Er: 
_ is often, and unhappily oppoſed, by Error. under Truth's 
ame. 

But what ſhall we doin this caſe > What ſhall we do for peace 
with our Brethren ? Shall we lic ſtill under their undeſerved 
Reproaches, and. for keeping the peace, filently ſuffer others to 
beat us unjuſtly? If ir were our own perſonal concern, we ſhould 
bear ir - If it wereonly their charging us with ignorance. weak- 
neſs, and being unſtudied Divines ( as they. have uſed liberally: 
ro call all that have not learned, and dare not believe their New 
Divinity Y we _ caſily paſs it by, or put it up. But when 
we (ce the pure G = of Chrift corrupted, and an Arminian Goſpel: 
new vaumpt and obtruded on.-people, tothe certain peril of the 
fouls of ſuch as believe it, and our Miniſtry refleted upon, which. 
ſbould be dearer to - us than our lives, can we be filent! As we 
have a charge from the Lord, to deliver to our people what, 
we. have received from Him, ſo as he calls and enables, we are. 
not to give place by ſubjettion mt for an hour, to ſuch as creep in, 
not only to ſpy out, but to- deſtroy, not ſo..much the Goſpel Li- 
berty, as thc Gol Salvation - we have in. Chriſt Jeſus. and to 


bring us ba'k_under the Nike of ' Legal Bondage. Ahd indeed the. 
caſe in thax Epiſtle co the Galatians, .and 'ours have. a great .affi- 


nity. 
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Is it defired that we ſhould forbear to make -a free offer cf God's 
Grace in Chriſty to the worſt of Sinners? T his cannot be granted by 
us, for this is the Goſpel faiti ful ſaying, and worthy of all atceptation 
( and therefore worthy of all our preaching of it ) that Feſtus 
Chriſt came into the world to- ſave *inners, and the chief of them, -x Tim. 
1.15. This was the Apoſtolick praftice according to their Lords 
command, Mark 16. 15, 16. Luke 24. 47. They began at Jeru- 
ſalem, where the Lord of Lite was wickedly flain by them, and 
yer Lite in and chrough his Blood was offered to, and accepted, 
and obtained by many of them. Every believers experience 
witnefſeth to this, T hat every one that believes on Jeſws Chriſt, 
afts that faith as the Chicf ot Sinners. Every man that feerh 
himſelf rightly, thinks ſo of himſelf, and therein thinks not 
amiſs. God ny knoweth who is truly the greateſt Sinner, 
and every humbled Sinner will chink that he is the Man. 

Shall we tell men, that unleſs they be holy. they muſt not believe 
on Jeſus Chriſt> That they muſt not venture on Chriſt for Salvation, 
til they be qualified and fit to be received and welcomed by bim! This 
were to forbear preaching the Goſpel at all, or to forbid all 
men to believe on Chriſt ; For never was any ſanner qualified for 
Chriſt, He is well qualified for us, 1 Cor. 1. 30. but a finnerout\._ 
of Chriſt, hath no qualification for Chriſt but fin and miſery. 
Whence ſhould he have any berter, but in and from Chriſ1 
Nay oe an impoſſibiliry, that a man were qualified for 
Chriſt, I boldly afferr, that ſuch a man would not, nor could 
ever believe on — For Faith is a loſt, helpleſs, condemned 
finner's caſting himſelf on Chris for Salyation; and thequalified 
man is no ſuch perſon. 

Shall we warn le that oy ry not believe on Chriſt too 
ſeon ? It is impoſſible that they Id do it too ſoon. Can a 
man obey the great Goſpel Command too ſoon ? 1 John 4. 23. -or 
do the Great Work of God too ſoon ? Jobs 6. 28, 29. A man may 
too ſoon think that he is in Chriſt, and that is when it is 
not ſo indeed ; and this we frequently teach. But this is but an 
idle Dream, and not Faith. A man may-too ſoon fancy that he 
bath Faith, but, 1 hope, he cannot aft Faith too ſoon ? If any 
ſhould ſay, a man may be holy too ſoon, how would that ſay- 
ing be refleted upon 2 And yet it iscertain, that though no man 
can be too ſoon holy, (becauſe he cannot too ſoon believe 'on 
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Chriſt, which is the only Spring of true Holineſs ) yet he may, 
and many do fer about the ſtudy of that he counts holineſs, roo 
foon, that is, before the Tree be changed, Matth. 12. $3) J4, 35» 
before he have the new beart, Exck. 36 26, 27. and the Spirit 

God dwefling in him, which is only got by Faith in Chriſt, Gat, 
3. 14. And therefore all this mans ſtudying of Holineſs, 1s not 
only vain labour, bur afting of Sin. And it this ſtudy, and theſe 
endeavours be m inaged, as commonly they are, to obtain Juſti- 
fication before God, they are the more wicked Works ſtill. 
And becauſe this point is needful to be known, I would give 
you ſome Teſtimanies for it. Do&-ine of the Church of Eng/and, 
in her 39 Articles, Art. 13. Forks done = the Grace i Chriſt, 
and the inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to Gad, foraſmuch as 
they ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt , neither do they make men 
meet to receive Grace, or ( as the School Authors ſay ) deſerve Grace 
of Congruity : Yea, rather, for that they are not done as God hath willed 
and commanded them to be done, we doubt not but they have the Nature 
of Sin. So Confeſhon of Faith, Chap. 16. Art. 7. Calvin. Inftit. Lib. 
3. Cap. 15. Set. 6. They (laih he, ſpeaking of the Popiſh 
Schoolmen ) have found owt, 1 know not what, moral good works, where- 
by men are made acceptable to God before they are engrafted into Chriſt. 
As if the Scripture lyed, when it ſaid , TUE all in death who 
have noe the Son, 1 Fobn 5. 12. they be in death, how can they 
beg't matter of life? As if it were of no force, whatſoever is not of 
Faith is Sin , as if evil trees conld bring forth good fruit. Read 
the reſt of that Sefion. On the contrary, the « oancil of Treat, 
Se 6. Cannon. fay boldly, Whoforver fay, That all Works 
done before Juſtification, howſoever they be done, are truly fin, an4 
deſerve the hatred of God, Let bim be Anathema: And to give you 
one more bellowing of the Beaſt, wounded by the Light of the 
Goſpel, ſee the ſame Connal Se). 6. Can. 11, St quis dizerit, Gras 
tiam gud juſtificamur, offe tantin favorem Dei, Anathema fit. This is 
fearful blaſphemy, taith Dr. Downhan, Biſhop of Londan-derry, in 
his Oxthodox Book of Juſtificttive, Lib. 3. Cap. r; Where he 
faith, That the Hebrew words, which tn-the ON Teſtunent Jeenifte 
the Grace of God, do always ſignifie favour, and never grace inherent. 
And above fifty Teſtimonies may be brought from the New Teftament to 
 proze that by $ Grace, bis favour # ſk meant. what 
was good Chimch of England Dodttine, ar, and after the Refor- 
| mation, 
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mation, cannot now go down with ſome Arminianizing Noncon» 
miſts. 
then nothing will ſatishe our quarrelling Brethren, bur, 
either Silence as ro the Main Points ot the Goſpel which we be- 
lieve, and live by the taith of, and look to be ſaved in, which 
we have for many years preached with ſome ſeals of the Holy 
Ghoſt in converting ſinners unto God, and in building them up 
in holineſs and comfort, by the faith and power of them, 
which alſo we vowed to the Lord to preach to all that will hear 
us, as long as we live, in the day when we gave up our ſelves 
to ſerve God with our Spirit in the Goſpel of his Son 3 If ei- 
ther this Silence, or the twallowing down of Armanian Schemes 
of the Goſpel contrary to the New Teſtament, and unknown 
to the Reformed Churches, in their greateſt purit'7, be the on- 
' Iy terms of peace with our Brethren, we mult chcn maintain 
our peace with God. and our own Caniciences in the defence 
of plain Goſpel Truth , And our Harmony with the Reform- 
ed Churches, and in the comfort of theſe, bear their Enmity. 
And though it be uſyal with them ro vilifie and conremn ſuch 
as differ trom them, for their fewneſs, weakneſs and want of 
Learning z yet they might know that the moſt Learned and 
Godly in the Chriſtian World, have maintained and defended 
the ſame Doftrine we ſtand for, for ſome Ages. T he Grace of 
God will never want, for it can and will turniſh, Defenders 
of it. England hath been bleſſed with a Bradwardine, an Archbi- 
ſhop of Canterbury, againſt the Pelagians, a Twiſs and Ames againſt 
the Arminians. And though they that contend with us would 
ſeparate their Cauſe alrogerher trom that of theſe two peſts of 
the Church of Chriſt, | mean Pelagms and Arminizs , yer judi- 
cious obſcryers cannot but already perceive a coincidency, and 
do fear more, when either the force of Argument ſhall drive 
them out of their lurking holes, or when they ſhall think fic 
ro diſcover their ſecret ſentimems, which yer we bur gueſs at; 
Then as we ſhall know better what they would be at, fo it is 
very like, that they will ther find Enemies in many, whom they 
have ſeduced by their craft, and do yet ſtein to be in their 
Camp, and will meet with Oppoſers both a hotne and abroad, 
that they think not of. 
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Our Do&rine of the Juſtification of a Sinner by the free crace 
of God in Jeſus Chrit, however it be miſrepreſented and refleted 
upon, is yet undeniably recommended by four things. 

1 Iris a Dodrine ſavcury and precious unto all ſer ous Godly Per- 
ſons Dr. Ames his obſervation holds good as to all the Armini- 
an Divinity, (hat it is contra commun:m ſenſum fidelium, againſt the 
common ſenſe of B:lizvers, And though this be an argument of 
little wei :ht with them, that value more the j»dgment of the 
Scribes and the Wiſe, and Diſputers of this World, 1 Cer. 1. 
18, 19, 20, 21. than of all the Godly ; Yer the Spirit of God 
by 7obn gives us this ſame argument | yu 4+ 5, 6. They _ 
the Ward, th:refore ſpeak they of the World, and the World bearet 
them. We are of God, he that: knoweth God, heareth us, he that ts 
not of God, heareth not us : Hereby know we the Spirit of Truth, and 
the Spirit of Error, How evident is it, that ſeveral whoby Edu- 
cation, or an unſound Miniſtry. having had their Natural En- 
mity againſt the Grace of God ſtrengthned, when the Lord by 
his Spirit hath broke in upon their hearts, and hath raiſed a ſe- 
rious Soul-exerciſe about their Salvation, their turning to God 
in Chriſt, and their turning from Arminaniſm, have begun to- 

ether? And ſome of the greateſt Champions for the Grace of 

od, have been perſons thus dealt with, as we might inſtance. 
And as it is thus with men at their Converſion, ſo is it found 
afterward, that ſtill as it is well with them in their inner man 
ſo doth the Dofrine of Grace ſtill appear more gournnn and 
ſavoury; On the other _ all the ungodly and unrenewed 
have a diſlike and diſreliſh of this Daftrine, and are all for the 
Doftrine of deing, and love to hear it, and in their ſorry .ex- 
exciſe, are ſtill for doing their own buſineſs in Salvation, though 
they be nothing, and can do nothing, but Sin , and deſtroy 
themſelves. . 

2. I is that Doftrine only, by which a convinced ſinner can 
be dealt- with effeftually. When a man is awakened and brought 
to that, that all muit be brought to, or to worſe, What ſhall I do 
to be ſaved? Aﬀts 16. 30, 31. We have the Apoſtolick anſwer to 
it, Believe on the Lord Jelus Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy 
houſe. This Anſwer is fo old, that with many it ſeems out of 
date , Bur ir isſtill, and will ever be freſh and new and ſavoury, 
and the only Reſolution of this grand Caſe of Conſcience, as 
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long as Conſcience and the World laſts. No Wir or Art of 
Man. will ever find a crack or flaw in it, or deviſe another 
or a better anſwer; nor can any bur this alone, heal rigltly 
the wound of an awakened Conſcience. Let us fer this man 
to ſeek reſolution in this caſe, of fome Maſters in our 1ſrael. 
According to their Principles, they mult ſay ro him, Repent 
and Mourn for your known Sins, and leave and loath them, 
and God will have mercy on you. Alas! faith the poor Man, 
My Heart is hard and | cannot repent aright; yea I find my 
heart more hard and vile, than when 1 was ſecure in fin. If 
you ſpeak to this man of qualrfications for Chriſt, he knows nc» 
thing of chem : if of ſaacere Obedience, his anſwer is native and 
ready, Obedience is the work of a living man, and- Sincerity is 
only in a renewed Soul : ſincere Obedience is theretore as impoſhble 
to a dead unrenewed finner, as perfett Obedience is. W hy ſhould 
not the right anſwer be given, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and you ſhall be ſaved. Tell him what Chrift is, what he haclr 
done and ſuffered to obtain eternal Redemption tor ſinners, and 
that according to the Will of God and his Father. Give him 
a plain downright Narrative of the Goſpel Salvation wroughr 
out by the Son of God; tell him the Hiſtory and Myſtery of the 
Goſpel plainly ; ic may be the Holy Ghoſt will work faith there- 
Dy, as edid in thoſe firſt fruits of the Gentiles, As ro. 44: 
It he ask, what warrant he bath to believe on Jeſus Chriſt, Tell 
him, that he hath utter indiſpenſible Neceſſaty for it ( for with- 
our belicving on him, he periſh eternally. ) T hat, he hath 
God's gracious Offer of Chriſt and all ' his Redemption, with a 
romiſe, that upon accepting the Offer by 'Faichr, Chriſt and 
vation with Him is his, Char he hath God's expreſs com- 
mandment, 1 John 3. 23. to believe on Chriſt's Name, and that he 
ſhould make conſcience of obeying it, as well as any- command 
in the Moral Law. Tell him of Chriſts abilicy and good-will 
to ſave, that no man was ever rejefted by him, that caſt him- 
ſelf upon hint, that deſperate caſes are the glorious Triumphs 
of his Art of ſaving. Tell him thar there 1s no midft between 
Faith: and Unbeljef;, that there is no excuſe for negleRing the 
one, and continuing in the the other. - That believing on the 
Lord Jeſus for ſalvarion-is more pleaſing to God, than all obedi- 
ence to his Law; and that unbelicf is the moſt provoking ro Gody 
pie 
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and the moſt damning to man, of all ſins. Againſt the great- 
neſs of h's fins, the Curſe ot the Law, and the ſevernty of 
God as Judge, there is no reliet to be held forth to him, 
but the free and boun_leſs Grrace of God in the Merit of 
Chriſt's Satisfat'on by the ſacrihce of himiclt. It he ſhould 
ſay, Wot is it to believe on Jeſus Chrijl ? As to this, ] tnd 
no ſach queſtion in the Word: bur that all did ſome way 
underſtand che notion of ir: The J-ws that did not believe 
on him, Jobu 6 58, 29, 39. the Chief Pneſts and Phariſees, Jobn 

48 the blind Man, 7obn 9. 35 When Chrilt asked him. Be- 
lion thou on the on of God? He anſwere1, Who ts he Lerd, that I 
may believe 04 bim* Immediately, when Chriſt had cold him, er, 
37. he ſaith not, what zs it to Lelteve on bim ? but, Lord, Thelicve, and 
worſhi»ped him : and ſo both profefſ'd, and ated Faith in him- $9 
theFa her of the Lunatick, Mark g. 23, 24. I he Eunuch, AF, 8, 
37. They a'l, both Chriſt's Enemics and his Diſciples, knew, 
that Faith in him, w3s a believing thattheMan 7eſus of Nazareth, 
was the Son of God, the Meſſah, and Saviour of tc World, io 
as to re:cive, and look for Salvation in his Name, A&s 4. 12 This 
was the common Report, peg by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 
and Diſciples ; and known by all chat heard it. Ir he yer ask, 
IiWhat be ts to believe ; you tell him, that he is not called to believe 
that he is in Chrilt, and that his Sins are pardoned, and he a Ju- 
ſtified Man ; bur that he is to believe God's Record conce:ning 
Chriſt. 1 John 5, 10, 11, 12. And this Record is, that God gi- 
veth; that is, offereth ro ws Eternal Life in his S»n Jeſus Chriſt, 
And that all that with the heart belicye this Report, and reſt 
their Souls on theſe glad Tidings, ſhall be ſaved, Rom, 10. g, 10. 
17. And thus he is to believe, that be may be juſtified, Gal. 2. 16. If 
he Rill (ay; That this Believing ts hard. This is a good doubt, 
but calily reſolved. Ir beſpeaks a Man deeply humbled. Any 
body may ſec his own Impotence, to obey the Law of Cod fully ; 
but few had the. Difficulty of believing; For his Reſolution, ask 
him, what it is he finds, makes believing difficule to him, G ir 
unwillingneſs tobe jaſtined and faved? Is ir unwilliagnels to be 
ſo ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, to the praiſe of Gods Grace in him, 
and to the voiding of all boaſting in himſelf? T his he will ſure- 
ly deny. Is ic a Diſtruſt of rhe Truth of the Goſpel-Record ? 
This he dare not own. I; it a Doubt of Chriſt's Ability, or 
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Good Will to fave » This is to contradit the Teltimony 'of Ged 
in the Goſpel. Is it becauſe he doubers of an Intereſt in Chriſt and 
his Redemption? You tell-him, T hat believing on Chriſt makes 
up the Intereſt in him. 1f he ay, that he cannot believe on Je- 
ſus Chriſt, becauſe of the difficulty of the atting this Faith ? ani{ that's 
Divia* Power is needful to draw 6 fon which be finds not? You 
tell him, that believing im yu hriſt is no work, bur a reſting 
on Jeſus Chriſt, And that this pretence 1s as unreaſonable as that 
if a Man wearicd with a Journey. and who is not able to go one 
ſtep further, ſhould argue, 7 »m ſq tired, that 1 am net able to tye 
down ; when indeed he can neither ſtand nor go. The poor wea- 
ried linner can never belicvc on Jetus Chriſt. till he finds he can do 
nothing for himſelf; and in his ficlt believing doth always ap» 
ply himſelf ro Chriſt for Salvation,as a man hopeleſs and helplets 
in himſelf. - And by ſuch reaſonings with him fromthe Golpel, 
the Lord will ( as he hath often done) convey faith, and joy, 
and peace by believing. : 

3. This rine of free Juſtification by Faich alone, hath 
this Advantage, That it ſuits aff men's Spirits and Frame, in their 
ſerious Approaches to God in Worſhip. Mcn may think and talk 
boldly, ol inherent Righteouſnels, and of irs worth and value, 
of good Works, and Frames, and Diſpolitions ; but when men 
prone themſelves before the Lord, and have any diſcoveries of 

is Glory, all things in themſelves will diſappear , and be looked 
upon as nothing. Zopbar, though the hotteſt Speaker of Job's 
Friends, did yet ſpeak rightly ro him, Job 11. 4, 5. For thou haſt 
ſaid, dy Dodtrine is pure, aad I am clean tn thine eyes. But, O that 
God would ſpeak !- And ſo 7ob found it, when diſplaid his 
Glory to him, and that only in the works of Creation and Pro- 
vidence, Chap. 38, 39. He then changed his note, 7b 49. 4, 5- 
and 42, 2, — 6, So was it with Iſaiah, Chap 6. 5. till pardoning 
Grace was imparted. tro him. No man can ſtand before this Ho- 
ly Lord God, with any peace. and Comfort, unleſs he have 
himſelf to ſtay upon. His Grace and Mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, 
can only preſerve a man from being conſumed. and the Fairh 
of it,from being confounded. Hence we ſee the difference berwixt 
mens frame in their Diſputes and Dodtrine about theſe points, 
and their own ſenſe and pleadings with God in Prayer. + 
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&. This Doftrine of Juſtification by Faith without any mixtures 
of man (however and by what Names and Titles ſoever they be 
dignified or diſtinguithed) hath this undoubred advantage, that, 
ieisthat, which all nct judicially hardened and blinded, do, or would, or 
muſt betake themſelves unto, when dying. How loarh would men be 
to plead that Cauſe on a Dearh-bed, which they ſo ſtoutly ſtand 
up for with Tongue and Pen, when at caſc, and that evil day 
far away? They ſeemto be jealous, leaſt God's Grace and Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs have roo much room, and Men's Workstoo little, 
in the the buſinefs of Juſtification ; But was ever a ſenſible dying 
perſon, exerciſed with this -jealouſie as to himſelf > Even bloody 
Stephen Gardiner, when a dying, could anſwer Dr. Day, Biſhop of 
Chicheſter, who offered comfort to him, by this Doftrine, What, 
my Lord, will you open that Gap now ? then farewel altogether. To me, 
and juch other in my caſe, you may ſpeak it, but open this Window to 
the People, then f :rewel altogether. Book of Martyrs, V. }. p. 450-. 
In which words, he bewrayed a convittion of the fitneſs of th 
Doftrine co dying perſons, and his knowledge that it tended to 
the deſtroying the Kingdom of Antichriſt. Fox in the ſame 
Book of Martyrs, Vol. 2. p. 46. gives this as the reaſon of Lu- 
ther's ſucceſs againſt Popery, above all former attempts of preceed- 
ing Witneſſes. But, Faith he, Luther gave the ſtroke, and pluckt 
dupn the foundation, and all by opening one vein, long hid before, where- 
in lieth the touchſione of all Truth and Dofrine, as the only Principal 
Origine of our Salvation, which is our free Juſtification by Faith only, in 
Chriſt the Son of God. Confider how it is with the moſt holy and 
eminent Saints, when dying 2 Did ye ever fee or hear any boaſt- 
ing of their works and pertormances ? They may and do own 
to the praiſe of his Grace, what they have been made to be, what 
they have been helped ro do or ſuffer for Chriſt's ſake. Bur 
when they draw near to the Awful Tribunal, what elſe is in 
their Eye and Heart, but only Free-Grace. Ranſoming Blood, 
and a Well-ordered Covenant in Chriſt the Surery ? They cannot 
bear to: hear any make |mention to them of their Holineſs, their 
own Grace and Arttainments. In a wotd, the Dodrine of Con- 
ditions, Qualifications, and Refforal Government, and the diſtribution 
of Rewards and ' Puniſhments, according to the New Law of Grace 
will make bur att uncaſfic Bed to a dying Man's Conſcience, an 


will leaye him in ayery bad condition at preſent, and in —_ 
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of worſe, when he is feeling\'in his laſt Agonics, that the FPages 
of Sin is Death, it he cannot by Faich add, but the Gift of God 
is Eternal Life, through Jeſus Chriſt cur Lord, Rom. 6 23. He isa 
wiſe and happy man that anchors his Soul on that Rock, at 
which he can ride out the ſtorm of Death. Why ſhould men 
contend for that in their life, that they know they muſt renounce 
at their death? Or yp that Truth now, that they muſt be- 
take themſelves unto then z why ſhould a man build a Houſe, 
which he muſt leave in a Storm, or be buricd in its ruiries? 
Many Archites have attempred to make a ſure Houſe of their 
own Righteouſneſs; but it is without a Foundation, and muſt 
fall, _, thrown down forrowtully by the fooliſh Builder, 
which is the better way, It is a great Telt of the Truth of Do- 
Arine, about the way of Salvation, when ir is generally approv'd 
of by ſenſible dying men. And what the Univerſal Senle of all 
ſuch in this calc is, as to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and cheir 
own, is obvious to any man, He was an ingenuous Balaamite, 
who being himſelf a Papif, ſaid to a Proteſtant, Our Religion ts 
beſt to live in, and yours beſt to die in. 

But notwithſtanding of theſe great advantages(and they are but 
a few of many) that this Dodtrine is attended with; T here are nor 
a few diſadvantages, it labours under, which though they are 
rather to its commendation than reproach, yet they do hinder 
its Welcome and Reception. 

As 1. "This Dof@trine is a Spiritual Myſtery, and lyeth not level 
to a Natural Underſtanding, 1 Cor. 2. 10, 14. Working for Life, 
a man naturally underſtands ; but believing Life, he under- 
ſtands not. To mend the Old Man, he knows, but to put os the 
New Man by Faith is a Riddle to him. The ſtudy of Holineſs, 
and to endeavour to ſquare his Life according to 's Law, he 
knows a little of, rhough hecan never do it ; but to draw San- 
Rification from Chrift by Faith, and to walk holily, in and 
through the force of the Spirit of Chriſt in the Heart by Faith, 
is meer canting to him. A new Life he underſtands a little, but 
nothing of a New Birth and Regeneration. He never ſaw himſelf 
ſtark dead. Nay, not only is it unknown to the Natural 
Man, but he is by his Natural State, an enemy to it: he neither 
doth, nor can know it, nor approve of it, 1 Cor. 2. 14. Miſdons 
that is Chriſt's way of ſaving men revealed in the Goſpel, 
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Juſtifred of all” her Chi/dren., and of them onlys, Matth. 11. 19, 
Luke 7.29, 30, 35. This Enmity in Men to the Wiſdom of God, 
is the cauſe not only of this contempt of its ' Miniſtry, bur is a 
Temptation co many Miniſters to patch up and frame a Goſpel 
that.is. more ſuited to, and taking with, and more calily under- 
ſtood, by ſuch men,. than the true Goſpel of Chriſt is: this Paul 
complains of in others, and vindicates himſelf from, 1 Cor. 1: 
17. and 2. 2. he warns others g__ it, Col.2.8.-2 Cor,11-3, 4. Gal. 
I.6, 7,8,9.. And it is certain that doing for Life, is more ſuited 
to corrupt Nature, than Believing is. 

2, Our Oppoſers in this DoQrine have the Many for them and 
againſt us,. as they of old boaſted, Jobn 7. 48. T his they have 
no ground to glory. in, though they do, nor we to be aſhamed 
of the Truth, becauſe we cannot vie numbers with-them. With 
our Oppoſers, are all theſe forts (and they make a great num- 
ber), though .1 do not ſay or think: that all our Oppoſers are 
to be ranked in any of theic Liſts, for ſome both Godly and Learn- 
ed may miſtake us and the Truth in-this matter. 1. T hey have 
all the Tenorant People, that know. nathing of .cither Law or Go- 


eel. They ſerye ( they ſay, but molt faſly ) and hope that 
od w and 


il] be merciful to them and ſaye them.. To all ſuch, both 
the clear explication of God's Law, and; the Myſteries of the 
Goſpel, are ſtrange things. Yet ſincere obedience they love to 
hear of ( for all of them think there. is ſome lincerity in their, 
hearts, and that they can do ſomewhat.) Bur of Faith-in Chriſt 
they have no knowledge., except faith you underſtand a, 
dream of being ſayed by Jeſus .Chriſt, though they know no- 
thing of him,. or of his way of ſaving\men, nar of the way . of. 
being ſaved, by him. 2. All Formaliſts axe on their fide. Pco- 
ple that place their Religjon in T rifles, becauſe they are ſtran- 
gers tothe ſubſtance thereof. 3, All proud ſecure ſinners are againſt 
us, that go about, with the Jews, ta eſtabliſh thein own Righteouſneſs,, 
Rom. 10. 3. The ſecure are 'whole,. and ſee no need of the. Phy- 
fician ; the proud have phylick at home, .and deſpiſe that that 
came down trom Heaven-, 4. Al the-zealous devout, people ina Nas 
tural Religion, ate utter enemies to the Goſpel. . By a Natural Re-- 
Gzion,. I mean that, that is. the product of the remnantsof God's 
image in.fallen.mary a. little improved. by. the. Light of. God's, 
Word; Allſuchcanngs.cadure. to  hear;.that God's Low muſt, 
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be perfectly fulfilled in every tirtle of it. or no man can be ſaved 
by doing. That they muſt all periſh for ever. that have nor 
the Ri Cronfack of a man that never ſinned, who is alſo God 
over all blefſed for ever, to ſhelter and cover them from a holy 
God's anger,and to render them accepted of him. T hat this Righ- 
reouſneſs 1s put on by the Grace of God, and a man mult berake 


himſelf ro it, and receive as a naked bluſhing ſinner. That no- «4 


man can-do any thing that is good, til] Goſpel Grace renew him 
and make him firſt a good man: This they will never receive, 
but do ſtill think that a man may grow good by doing good. 

3- Natural Reaſon ts very fertile in its Objeftions and Canis againſt 
the Doftrine of the Grace of God. And elpecially when this corrupt 
Reaſon is poliſhed by learning. and ſtrong natural parts. When 
there are many to broach ſuch Dodrines, and many fo diſpoſed, 
to receive it, is it any wonder that the Goſpel Truth makes lit- 
tle progreſs in the World ? Nay, were ir not for the Divine 
Power: that ſupports it, and the promiſes of its preſervation, its 
enemies are ſo many and ſtrong, and true friends ſo few and 
feeble, we might fear its periſhing from the earth. But we know 
it is impoſſible. Ad if the Lord have a deſign of mercy to theſe 
Nations, and hath a vein of his Ele&ion to dig up amongſt us, 
we make no doubt but the Glory of Chriſt, as a crucified Savi- 
our, ſhall yer be diſplaid in the midſt of us, to the joy of all 
that love his ſalvation, an4 to the ſhaine of others, J/a, 66. 5. 

4. I might add the great Declenſion of ſome of the Reformed 
Churches trom the purity and ſimplicity of that Doftrine the 
were firſt planted in. T he new Methodiſts about.the Gra e of God, 
had too great an increaſe in the French Churches. And which was 
very ſtrange, this Declenſfion advanced amongſt them, at the 
fame ime when 7anſoniſm was ſpreading amongſt many of the 
Church of Rome : So that a man might have ſeen Papiſts grow- 
ing betrer in their Dofrine, and Pr. teſtants growing worſe.. See 
Mr. Gale's Idea of Fanſeniſm,; with Dr. Owen's Preface. What 
there is of this amangſt us in England, I leave the Reader to Mr. 
Zenkyn's Coleuſma, and to the Naked Truth, Part 4. And if there be 
= warping toward Arminian DoQrine, by ſome onour ſide, in 
order to ingratiate thetnſelves with that Church that hath chic ſe- 
cular advantages to diſpenſe, and to make way for ſome.accom- 
modation with them, I had'rather wait in. fear till a further dif-, 
coyery- of. it, than oficr to.guels at. 
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Laſfily, It is no ſmall diſadvantage this Dotrine lies under from 
the Spirit of this Day, we live in. A light, frothy, trifling temper 
prevails generally : Doftrines of the greateſt weight, are talked 
of and treated about, with a vain unconcerned frame of Spirit, as 
if men contended rather about Opinions and School-points, than 
about the Oracles of God, and matters of Faith. Bur if mens 
hearts were ſeen by themſelves, if Sin were felr, if mens Conſci- 
ences wereenlivencd, it God's Holy Law were known in its ex- 
atacſs and ſeverity, and the Glory and Majeſty of che Law-gi- 
ver ſhining before menseyes, if men were JVINg 8s leaving Time 
and launching forth into Eternity, che Goſpel Salvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt, would be more regarded. 

ObjzE. 1. Is there not a great decay amongſt Profeſſors in real 
practical Godlineſs ? Are we like the Old Protefants, or the Old 
Puritans?” anſwer, That the Decay amd Degeneracy is great and 
heavily to be bewailed. But what is the cauſe? and what will 
be its cure 2 Is it becauſe the Dofrine of Morality, and Vertue 
and Good Works is not enough preached 2 This cannot be; For 
there hath been for many years a publick Miniſtry in the Nation, 
that make theſe their conſtant themes. Yet the Land is become 
as Sodom for all lewdneſs; and the I rce of Prophanenefs is fo 
grown, that the Sword of the Magiſtrate hath not yet been able 
to lop off any of its Branches. Is it becauſe men have too much 
Faith in Chriſt ? or too little? or none at all? Would not faith 
in Chritit increaſe Holineſs? did it not always ſo? and will it not 
ſill do it? Was not the holineſs of the firlt Proteſtants eminent 
and ſhining 2 And yer they generally put aſſurance in the defini- 
tion of their faith. We cannot ſay that Goſpel Holineſs hath 

roſpered much by the correftion or mittigation of that harſh- 
like definition, T he certain ſpring of this prevailing Wicked- 
neſs in the Land, is peoples ignorance and unbelief of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and that grows by many Prophets that ſpeak lics to 
them in the Name of the Lord. 

ObjefZ. 2. Bur do not ſome abuſe the Grace of the Goſpel and 
eurn it into Wantonneſs. Anſwer. Yes, Some do, ever did, and 
ſill will do ſo. But it is only the il|-underftood and not-believed 
Dorine of Grace that they abuſe ; the Grace it ſelf no man can 
abuſe, for its power prevents its abuſe. Let us ſee how Paul, that 
bleſſed Herald of this Grace ( as he was an eminent inſtance of 
it ) dealeth with this Objection, Rom. 6. 1, &c. What doth heto 
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prevent this abuſe> Is it by extenuating what he had (aid, Chap. 
. 20, that Grace abounds much more, where Sin had abounded ? Is 1t 
y mincing Grace ſmaller, that men may not choke upon it, or 
ſarfeit by it? Is it by mizing ſomthing of the Law with it, to make 
it more wholeſome? No: Bur only by plain afferting rhe power 
and influence of this Grace, wherever it really is, as at lengrh in 
that Chapter. T his Grace is all treaſured up in Chriſt 7-ſus, offer- 
ed to all men in the Goſpel, poured forth by our Lord inc! e Work- 
ing of Faith, and drunk in by the Ele in the exerciſe of Faith, 
and becomes in them a living ſpring, which will and mult break 
out and ſpring up in all holy converſation. He exhorts them to 
drink in more and more of this Grace by Faith. And as for fuch 
as pretend to Grace and live ungodly, the Spirit of Gud declares 
they are void of Grace, which 1s always fruittul in good works, 
2 Pet. 2. and Jude's Epiſtle. The Apoſtle orders the Churches to 
caſt ſuch our, 1 Cor. 5. 2 Tim. 3. 5. And todeclarcto them as Peter 
did to a Profeſſor, As B. 29, 21. That they have no part nor portion 
in this matter, for their heart zs not right in the ſight of Gol, though 
the Doftrine be right, that they hypocritically profeſs. 

But if our Brethren will nor forbear thcir charge of Antinomia- 
niſm, we cntreat them that they will give it in jultly. As 1. On 
them that ſay that the ſanCion of the Holy Law of Cod is repeal- 
ed, ſo that no man is now under it, cither to be condemned for 
breaking it. or to be ſaved by keeping it; which to us is rank 
Antinomaniſm and Arr:imnanſm both. Yea that it doth not now 
require perte&t holineſs; bur indeed what can it require? For it 
is no Law, if its Sanftion be repealed. 2. On them let the charge 
lye, that are ungodly under the name of Chriſtianity. And both 
they and we know where to find ſuch true Antinomians in great a- 
bundance, who yet are never called by that name. And is it not 
ſomewhat ſtrange that men who have fo much zeal againſt an 
Antinomian principle, have fo much kindnels for true Antinomians 
in praQtice? 3. Let him be called by this ugly name, that judg- 
eth not the Holy Law and Word of God written in the Old and 
New Teſtament to be.a perfe@ 'rule of life, to all Believers, and 
ſaich nor that all ſuch ſhould ſtudy conformity thereunto, Rum. 
2.2. 4 That cncourageth himſelf in Sin, and hardneth him- 
felf in Impenitence, by the Doftrine of the Goſpe}). No man that 
knows and believes the Goſpel, can do fo. hat ſome: hypo- 
trices may do, is nothing tous, who diſown all ſuch perſons and 
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pra&ices,and own no principle that can really encourage the one, 
or influence the other. 5. I hat thinketh holineſs is not necefſa- 
ry to all that would be ſaved. We maintain not only that it is 
neceſſiry t5, bur that it 1s a great part of, Salvation. 6. Whoever 
thinks, that when a Believer comcs ſhort in obeying God's 
Law, he ftn3 nt, and that he ought not ro mourn becauſe of ir 
as provoking to Gud, and hurtful crothe new creation in him, 
and that he needs nat renew the exerciſe of Faith and Repen- 
tance for repeated waſhing and pardoning- Laſtly, T hat ſay that 
a vinner is aCtually juilthed before he be united ro Chriſt by faith. 
It's ſtrange that fach that are charged with this, of all men do 
moſt prets on Sinners to believe on Jeſus Chriſt, and urge the 
damnation threarned in the Goſpel upon all Unbclievers, 
That there is a decreed Juſtification from Eternity, particular and 
fixed as to all the Ele&, and a Virtual Perfet Juſtification of all 
the Red emed, in and by the Death and ReſurreQion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, a. 53 11. Rom: 4. 25. Heb. 9. 26, 28. and 10. 14 is not 

ct called in queſtion by any pon us; and more is not craved 

ut that a Sinner for his Actual Zuſtification muſt lay hold on and 
plead this Redemption in Chriſt's blood by Faith, 

But on the other hand, we glory in any name of Reproach (as 
the honourable reproach of Chriſt ) that is caſt upon us for aſſerr- 
ing the alſolute boundleſs freedom of the Grace of God, which excludes 
all merit and every thing like it; The Abſoluteneſs of the Covenant 
of Grace ( for the Covenant of Redemption was plainly and ſtriftly a 
conditional one, and the nobleſt of all condirions was in it ; the Son 
of God's taking on him man's nature, and offering it in Sacrifice 
was the ſtritcondition of all che Glory and Reward romiſed 
to Chriſt and his ſeed, 7a. 53. 10, 11. ) wherein all things are 
freely promiſed, and that Faith that is required for ſcaling a mans 
Intereſt in the Covenant, is promiſed in it and wrought by the 
Grace of ir, Ephbeſ 2.8. That Faith at firſt, is wrought by,/and 
at; upon, a full and abſolute offer of Chriſt, and of all his ful- 

neſs.3. an Offer that hath no condition in ir, but that native one 
fi Offers, acceptance; and in the very at of this Acceptance, 
the —_ doth my diſclaim all things in himſelf, but 
Sinfulneſs and Miſery. That Faith in Jeſus Chriſt doth juſtific 
( although by the way it is to be noted, that it is never written 
in the Word,that Faith juſtificch a&izely, but always paſſevely, that 
a man is juſtified by faith, and that juſtifieth men by, ng 
throug 
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through faith, yer admitting the phraſe) cnly as a meer infirument 
receiving that Impurted Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for which we are 
juſtified ; and that this Faith in the Office of Juſtification, is nei- 
ther condition nor qualification, nor our Golpel-Rightcouſnefs, 
but it+ its very A& is a renouncing of all ſuch pretences. 

We proclaim the Market of Grace to be free, Jſai. 55. 1,2, 3. 
It's Chrilt's laſt offer and loweſt, Rev. 22 17. It there be any price 
or mony ſpoke of, it is no price, no money. And where ſuch are the 
terms and conditions, if we be forced tocall them ſo, we muſt 
ſay that they look liker a renouncing, than a boaſting of any Qua- 
likcations or Conditions. Surely the Terms of the Goſpel-Bar- 
gain, are God's free giving, and our free taking and recciving, 

We are not aſhamcd of reaching the incfieftualneſs of the Low, 
and all the works of it, to give Lite, either that of Juſtification, 
or of Regeneration and SanCtihcation, or of Ercrnal Life. T hat 
the Law of God can only damn all {inners, that it only rebukes, 
and thereby irritates and increaſcrth fin, and can never ſubdue it, 
till Goſpel Grace come with power upon the heart, and then 
when the Law is written in the heart, it is copyed out in the life. 

That we call men to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in that 
caſe the firſt Adam brought them to, and lett them in, in that caſe 
that the Law finds and leaves them in, guilty, filthy, condemned, out 
of which caſc they can only be delivered by Chriſt, and by belic- 
ving on him, 

That we tell Sinners, that Jeſus Chriſt will (arely welcome all 
that come to him, and as he will not caſtthem our for their ſon- 
fulneſs, in their Nature and by paſt Life, ſo neither for their Mi- 
ſery in the want of ſuch Qalificationsand Graces, that he only can 

ive. 
, That we do hold forth the Propitiation in Chriſt's Blood, as 
the only thing to be in the eye of a man that would believe on 
Chriſt unto jultification of Life z; and that by this faith alone alſin- 
ner is juftified, and God is juſtified in doing fo. 

T hat God juſtifieth the Ungodly, Rom. 4. 5. neither by making 
him godly before he juſtific him, nor leaving him ungodly after 
he hath juſtified him ; Bur that the ſame Grace thar juſtifies him, 
doth immediately ſanRife him. . 

If for ſuch Dottrine we be called Antinomians, we are bold to 
ſay, that there is ſome ignorarce of, or prejudice at, the known 
Proteſtant Dodrine, in the hearts o the Reproachers. . J.. FU 
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There are ſome things we corrplain of 5 as, That they 
load their Brethren fo | — with unjulf calumnies, 
eithce direaly, or by conſequence ; As when they preach up 
holineſs and the neceſhiry of x, as if ir were their proper Doecrine 
and diſowned by us, when they cannot bat know in their Con- 
ſciences, that there is no difference berwixe them and us, abour 
the nature or neceſſity of Holine(s, but only about its Spins and 
Place in Salvation. We derive it from Jeſus Chriſt and Faith in 
him, and know afſuredly that it can ſpring from nothing elſe. 
We place it berwixt Juſtification and Glory, and that is itsScri- 
pture place and no where elſe can it be found or ſtand, let men 
try it as much and long as they will. | 

T hat they ſcem very zealous againſt Antinomianiſm, and forget 
the other exrream of Armizianiſm, which is far more common, as 
dangerous, and far more natural to-all men. For though there 
have been, and may be this day, ſome true Antinomians, either 
through ignorance, or weakhels, recling to that extreme, or by 
the heat of concention with, and hatred ot Armintaniſm ( as it 1s 
certain, ſome very and learned men have inclined ro Armi- 
niazi/m,through their hatred of Aatinomianiſmand have declared (o 
much.) And ſome may, and do corrupt the Doftrine of the Go- 
fpel. through che unrenewedackhs of their hearcs ; yer how deſtru- 
tive ſacver this abuſe may be eothe ſouls of the ſeduced, fuch an 
appearance of Antinomianiſm, is but as a Meteor or Comer, that wil! 
ſoon blaze out, and irs filly will be quickly hiſt off the Stage. Bur 
the principles of Armixiaxziſm are the natural diftates of a carnal 
mind, which is enmity both to the Law of God, and to the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, and nexc to the Dead Sea of Popery { into which 
alſo this ſtream runs ) have ſince Pelazins to this day, been the 
ercatelt plague of che Church of Chriſt, and irs like will be rill 
his Second Coming. 

We do alſo juſtly complain that in their oppoling of true An- 
tin-mian Errors,and particularly the alledged Ferrenrs of Dr. Criſp, 
they hin: that there is a party of Minifeersand Profeſſors that de- 
fend them, whereas we can defi: them ro name one Miniſter in 
Loandos at tcaſt, that doch fo. 

T hat expreſſions capable of a good fenſe, are ſtrennouſly per- 
vented, contrary to the ſcope of the Wrixer or Speaker. Bur this 
and ſuch like are the uſual merhods of unfair Contenders. Were 
the like mcchod taken on the orher fade, how many Pop!ſh, Armi- 
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nin, yea and Secinian expreſſions might be publiſhed 2 If any 
Gere!» Truth be preached or publiſhed, that refleQts on the 1dol of 
Selt- Righteouſneſs, and Juſtification thereby, it is ſoon quarrel'ed 
with : Fut Reproaches caſt on the free Grace of God, and the im- 
pared Righteouinels of Ghrift, are with them, if nor approved, 

2 but Venial wcll meant Miſtakes. Let mens ſtated Principles be 
| ton and their Expreſtons explained accordingly, r« M ſtakes 
and Con:entions will be endleſs. 

We &o alſo complain, That Love to Peace hath made miny 
grave and fourd Diyines torbear to utter cheir Minds freely in pub- 
lick on theſe Points; W hereby the adverſe Party is emboldencd, 
and ſuch Miniſters as dare not purchalc Peace by filence. when (o 
great Truths are undermined, are expoled as a Mitk. But we do 
nct queſtion bur thele Werthy Brethrer, when they ſhall ſce the 
Points of Controverlie accurately ſtated ( as they may ſhortly ) will 
openly appeat on Truth's de, as we know their hearts are tor ir. 

Laſtly, We complain, that the Scheme of the Goſpel contended 
for by our Oppoſcrsis clouded, yailed and darkned bySchoul-Terms, 
new, uncouth, and vn(cripeural Phraſes z whereby, as they think to 
guard themlclves againſt {nion, ſo they do increaſe the Jealou- 
lies of their Brethtca,aud keep their Principles from the Knowledge 
of ordinary people, who are as much concerncd in thoſc Points as 
any Scholar or Divine, : 

This Controverlic looks like a yery bad Omen. We thought we 
might have healed our Old Breaches,in ſmaller chings; and behold 
a New one is threatnedin the greateſt Matters. We did hope, that 
the good O'd Proteſtant DoArine had been rooted and rivented in 
the hearts of all the Miniſters on our fide; but now we find the con- 
tray, and that the ſowre Leayen of Arminianiſm works ſtrongly; 
Their Adyocates do not yet own the Name, but the younger fort 
are more bold and free; and with them no Books or Authors are 
in eſtcem and uſc,bur ſuch as are for the New Rational Method of Di- 
vinity (Rational is a fitter Commendation of a Phil»ſother, than of 
a Drvine ; and yet it's fomewhat better applied to a Divine than to 
Divinity : For true Divinity hath a higher and Nobler Original than 
Man's Reaſon, even Divine Revelation > and it can never be rightly 
learned by them that have no higher Principle in them than Reaſon, 
even the Teaching of the Holy Ghoſt.) But Coimben Calvin, Zan- 


chy, Twiſe, Ames, Perkins, and Divines of their Spirit aud Stamp; 
We 


they arc gerierally neglefted and deſpiſed. 
2 


( 28) 


We were in hope, that after the Lord had ſo fignaly appeared for 
his Truth and People, in preſecying both, under the Rage of that An- 
tichriſtian Spirit of Perlecution, and Apoſtaly to grofs Popery, that 
wrought ſo mightily under the Two Laſt Reigns; and when he 
had given us the Long-defired Mercy of a Legal! Eftabl:ſhment of our 
Goſpel- Liberty, in This, that af Hearts and Hands ſhould have been 
unanimouſly imploycd in the advancing the wotk of Chriſt, Bur 
we find, that as we have for a Long Time loſt, in a great meaſure, 
the P-wer,we are now in no ſmall denger of lofing alſo the Purity of the 
Goſpel 3 Aud without th:m what ſignifies Loberty! 

[ is undoubted, that the Devil deſigns the obſtrutirg of the 
Courſe of the Goſre!; and in this he hath often had the Scrvice of 
the Tongues and Pens of Good Men, as well as of Bad; yet we are 
not without hope, that the Lord in his Wiſdom and Mercy will de- 
feat him, and that theſe Contentions may yet have gcod Fruit, and 
a good Iflue. 

For tuithering of this good End, let me requeſt a few things of 
my Brethren. 

I. Let us not receive Reports ſuddenly of one another. In times 
of Contention, many falſe Reporis areraiſed, and raſhly believed. 
This is both the Fruit and the Fuel of Contention; For all the Noile 
of Antinomianiſn, I muſt declare, that I do no: know (and I have 
bath Opportunity and Inclination to irquire) any one Antinomian 
Miniſter, or Chriſtian in London, who is really ſuch as their Reproachs» 
cr5 paint them out, or ſuch as Luther and Catvin wrote againſt. 

2, Let us make Chrif# Crucified our great Study, as Chriftians, and 
the preaching of him, our main work, «s Mirnifters, 1 Cor, 2. 2. 
Paul determined to knw nothing elſe. But many manage the Mini- 
Nry, as if they bud taken up a contrary determination, even to know 
any thingy ſave Jeſus Chrift, and him Crucified. We are amazcd to 
ſec ſo many aſhamed of the Croſs of Chriſt, and to behave as if 
they accounted the Tidingsof $84/vation, by the ſlain Son of God, 
ay 01d An inuated Story, and unfit to be daily preached. And what 
comes in the room thereof, is not unknown, nor is it worth the 
reitioning : Fort all things that come in Chriſt's room, and juſtle him 
out, either of Hearts, or Pulpits, are al:ke abomtinable to a Chriſtian. 
H -w many Sermons way a man bear, andread, when printed; yea, 
and Rooks written, about the way to H-aven, wherein is hardly the 
Name of Jeſus Chrift > And it he be named, tis the Name of Chriſt, 
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as a Judg and Lawgiver, rather than that of a Saviour. AnJ as 
lictle room hath Chriſt in many mens Prayers ; except it be in the 
concluſion. W hen we cannot avoid the obſerving of thoſe ſad 
things, let it be a ſharp Spur to us, to Preach Chriſt more, ro Pray 
more in his Name, and to Live more to his Praiſe. Ler us not 
be deceived with that pretence, That Chriſt may be Preached, when 
he is not Named. T he Preaching of the Goſpel, is the Naming of 
Chriſt, and ſo call'd, Rom. 15. 20. And Paul was to bear Chriſt's 
Name b-fore the Genuiles, and Kings, and the Chrildr:n of Iracl, 
Atts 9. 15. 

3. Let us Study hard, and Pray myuci), to know the trith and 
tocleave untoit. Ir is an Old Obſervation, Ante Pelagtum, ſectc- 
ris loguebantur Patres. Before Pe/agius, even the Fatizers ſpoke 
more carelefly ; meaning well, and fearing no Mita es 1a their 
Hearers. Now it is not ſo ; the morecaretul ſhovid we be tn our 
Dodtrine. Let us ſearch our «wn Conferences. and icec how We our 
ſelves are juſtihed before God. So Paul argued, Gal. 2. 15, 16. And 
ler us bring forth thar DoQtrine to our People, that we find in our 
Bibles, and have felt the power of upon our own hearts. 

Let us not run into Extreams upon the Righe or Lett Hand, 
through the. heat of Contention ; but carefully keep the good Old 
way of the Proteſtant Dc&rine , wherein ſo marry thoulands of 
Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus; have lived holily, and dicd happily, 
whonever heard of our New Schemes and Notions. 

And for this end, let us take and cleave to the Telt of the 
Aſemblies Conf: ſſron of Faith and Catechiſms. More we own not our 
ſelves, more we crave not of our Brethren; and becauſe we 
dcal taitly and openly, I ſhall ſet ir down, Verbatim, Conf. Chap. 
11. Of Juſtification , Art. 1. Thoſe whim God effe@t-ally calleth , 
he alſo fre:ly Jaſlifieth ;, not bs infuſing Righteouſneſs into them , but 
Ey Pardoning their Sins, and by accounting and accepting their Perſons 
as Righteous ; not for any thing wrought in them, or done by them, 
but for Chriſt's ſake alone ;, net by —_— Faith i: ſelf , the A of 
Belirving, or any other Evangelical Obedience, as their Kighteo :ſneſs 1 
but by imputing the Obedience and Satisfattion of Chriſt unto them, th. 
recatving, and reſting on him and his Righteouſneſs by Tan , which 
Fatth they hays not of themſelves, it is the Gift of God. 

Art. 2. Faith thus receiviag and reſting on Chriſt an{ his Righ- 
teonuſneſs, is the alone Inſtrument of Juſtification ; yet is ug wot alone in 

the 
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the Perſon Juſtified, but is ever Accompanied with all other ſaving 
Graces, aud is no dead Faith, bt worketh by Love. 

Arr. 3. Chriſt by his Obedience an Death, did fully diſcharge the 
D-bt of all thiſe that are thus Juſtifizd, and di1 make a proper, real, 
and full ſatis}atFion to his Fathers Juſtice in their behalf, yet in as much 
as b: wis given by the Father for them, and his ('bedience and Satiſ- 
fai n arcepted in their Stead, and both freely, nat for any thing in 
them , Their Juſtification is only of Free Grace, that both the exatt 
Fajtice, and 1c ,Grace of God, might be <lorified in the Juſtification of 
Sinners, 

Art. 4 God did, from all Eternity, Decree to Juſlifie all the Eleft , 
and Chriſt dil, in the fulneſs of rims, Die for their Sins, and Riſe a- 
gain for their Juſtification : Nevertheleſs, they are not Juſlified, until 
the thly Spirit doth in duzs time, a/tually apply Chriſt unto them. 

Art. 5, God doth continue to forgive the fins of thoſe that are Juſti- 
fied : And althouzh they can never fal from the ſtate of Juſtification, 
yet they may, by their ſins, fall under God's Fatherly diſpleaſure, and nat 
have the light of his Countenance reſtor d unto them, until they humble 
themſelves, confeſs their ſins, beg Jardon, and renew their Faith and Re- 

entance. 
4 Arr. 6. The Juſtification of Believers under the Old Teſtament, was 
in all th:ſe Reſpetts, one and the ſame with the Juſtification of Believers 
under the New Teſtament. This is the whole Chapter exadtly. 

Larger Catechiſm, Q. How doth Faith Juſtifie a ſinner in the 
fight of God? Anf. Faith Juſtifieth a ſunner in the ſight of God, not 
becauſe of thoſe other graces which do always accompany it, or of good 
Works, that are the Fruits of it, nor as if the grace of Faith, or any 
Af thereof, were imputed to him for his Juſtification ; but only as it 1s 
an Inſtrument, by which be receiveth and applieth Chriſt and ns Righte- 
ouſneſs. 

44 theſe weighty words, be but heartily afſented to, in their 

lain and Native Senſe, and we are one in this great point of 

uſtification. Bur can any conlidering Man think, that the new 
Scheme, of a real Change, Repentance and Sincere Obedience, as ne- 
ceſſary to be found in a perſon that may Lawfully come to Chriſt 
for Juſtification, of —_ as it is the ſpring of ſin- 
cere Obedience, of a Man's being Juſtified by, and upon his com- 
ing up to the Terms of the new Lay of Grace (a new word, but of 
an old and ill meaning) can any man think that this Scheme ay 
[4 
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the ſound words of the Reverend Aſembly, do agree ? Surely if 
ſuch a Scheme had been offered to that Grave, Learned and Or- 
thodox Synod, it would have had a more fevere Cenſure palt 


upon it, than I am willing to name. 
Do not we find in our particular Dealings with Souls, the ſame 


Principles Iam now Oppoſing ? 

Wh:n we deal with the Carnal, Secure, Careſs Sinners (and 
they are a va!! Multitude). and askthem a Reaton ot that hope 
of Heaven, they preicud to, Is not this their common Anſwer? 
T live inoffenſ/tvely, } b-ep God's Law as well as I can, and mhiran [7 
fail, Trepent, and beg God's Mercy for Chrii's ſake - My Heart 1s fin- 
cere, though my Knowleds ani Attaiuments be ſhort of hers. It we 
£00n to inquire further,what acquaintance they have with Jeſus Chriſt, 
what Applications their Souls h2ve male to-him , what workings of Faith 
on him, what uſ» they have made of bis Righteouſneſs for Juſtification, 
and bis Spirit for San''ificationy # hat they know of living by 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſi? \W'e are Barbarians to them; and in this 
ſad ſtate, many T houſands in England live and die, and Periſh 
Erernally. Yet ſo thick is the darkneſs of the Age, that many 
of them Jive here, and go hence with the Reputation ot good 
Chriſtans; and ſome of them may have their Fimeral S2zrmon 
and Praiſes Preached by an Ignorant Flattering Miniſter, though 
it may be the poor creatures never did, in the whole courle of 
their Life, nor ar their Death, imploy Feſws Chriſt fomuch, for an 
Entry to Heaven, purchaſed by his Blood, and only acccſlible by 
Faith im him, as a poar Turk doth Makomet, for a Room in his 
Beaſtly Paradiſe. How common and fearful athing is this in this 
Land and City ! 

When we come to deal with a poor awakened ſinner, who ſecth his 
loſt ſtare, and that he is condemned by the Law of God , we find 
the fame Principles working in him; fcr they are Natural, aud 
therefore Univerſal in all Men, and hardly rooted out of any. 
We find him fick and wounded; we tell him where his Help lies, 
in Jefus Ghriſt , what his proper work . is, to apply to him by Faith. 
Whart is his Anſwer? Alzs ! ſatth the Man,1 heve been,and am ſo vile 
a ſinner, my heart ts ſo bad, and ſo full of Plagues and Corruptions, that 
I cannot think of believing on Chrift. But if I had but Repentance, and 
ſome Holineſs in Heart and Life,and futh and ſuch gracious Dualifications, 


[would then belizwr When indeed this his Anſwer is as full of _— 
enſc, 
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fenſe, Ignorance, and Pride, as words can contain or expreſs. Th 
imply, 1. If I were pretty well recovered, 1 would imploy the Phyſician, 
Chriſt. 2. That there 1s ſome hoje to work out theſe good things by my 
ſelf, without Chriſt. 3. And when I come ts Chriſt, with a Price in my 
hand, I ſhall be wellcome, 4. That 1 can come to Chriſt when 1 will, So 
ignorant are pzople Naturally of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt; and no 

ords or Warnings repeated, nor plaineſt !nſtrutions can teat 
into mens heads and hearts,that the firſt coming to Chriſt by Faith, 
or believing on him, is not a believing we ſeall be ſaved by him, 
but a be ieving on him, that we may be ſaved by him. And it is 
leſs to be wondered at, that iznorant people do nit, when ſo many learn- 
ed m:n will not underſtand it, 

W hcn we deal with a Proud, Selſ-Rightecus Hypocrite, we find 
the ſame Principles of Enmity againſt the Grace of the Goſpel. 
A Profane Perſon 1s not A at the rebukes of Sin from the 
Law, as theſe Phariſees are at the diſcovery of their ruin by Un- 


belief. They cannot endure to have their Idol of Selt Righte- 
ouſneſs touched, neither by the Spirituality of God's Law, that 
condemns all Men, and all their Works, while out of Chriſt, 
nor by the 5m, nr Bora Reveals another Rightcouine(s than 


their own, by which they muſt be Saved ; but they will have 
God's Ark of the Covenantto ſtand as a Captive, in the Tem- 
ple of their Dagon of Self-Righteouſneſs, until the Vengeance 
of God's deſpiſed Covenant, overthrow both the Temple, and 
Idol, and Worſhippers. 

There is not a Miniſter that dealeth ſcriouſly with the Souls 
of Men, but he finds an Arminian Scheme of Juſtification in 
every unrenewed Heart. And is it not ſadly to-be bewailed 
that Divines ſhould plead that ſame Cauſe, that we daily find 
the Devil pleading in the Hearts of all Natural Men ? And that 
inſtead of caſting down, 2 Cor. 19. 4.5. they ſhould be making 
defences for ſuch frong bolds, as muſt cith:r be levelled with the 
duſt, or the Rebel that holds them our, muſe eternally Periſh ? 

It is no bad way of Studying the Goſp-l, and of attaining more 
Light into it, that may be usd in dealing particularly with the 
Conſciences of all forts of Men, as we have occaſion. ore may 
be learned this way, than out of many large Books. And if Mi- 
niſters would decal more with their own Conſciences, and- the 
Conſciencts of others, in and about theſe Points, that are moſe 


pro- 
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operly Caſes of Conſcience, 'we ſhould find an'increaſe of Goſpel- 
Lis t, and a growing fitneſs to Preach aright , as Paul did, 
2 Cor. 4. 2- . By mawfeſtation of the Truth, commending our | ſelves to 
every mans Conſcience iy the fight of God, 

. Lc us keeppp, Jin qurHearts and Doftrine, - ateverend: regard 
of the Holy Law of God,. and ſuffer not arcfiefting, diſparaging 
word, or thought of it. The Great Salvation is contrived with 
a Regard to ir, andthe fatisfation given to the-Law by rhe Obe- 
dicnce. and. Death of Chriſt our Surety , bath made 1t glorious 
and, honourable, . more than-all the Holineb ot-Saints on Earth, 
or. of the Glorified ia Heaven, and-than all the Torments'of the 
Damned in Hell, chough they do aHo magnifte the -baw « 
make 'it honourable. but if -men will teach that- the Law and 
Obedience unto ir, whether perfed# or - ſincere, is the Righteoul- 
nels we. muſt be found and fiand in, in our pleading for juliiica- 
tion, they neither -underſiand what they ſay, nor whereof tb-y affirm. 
1 Tim: 1.7. They. become Debters-20 is,, and Chriſt profits 4hemt 80- 
thing. Gal. 2 21. and.5.2, 5- And we know what will become 
of that man, that hath his Debts to the: Law to pay, and hath no 
Intereſt in the Suretys Payment : Yer many ſuch offer cheir own 
Silver, which whatever coin of Man be upon it, is reprobate and 
rejefted both by Law and Goſpel. 

Let us tarcfully keep the bounds clear berwixt the Law and 
\ Goſpel ( which whoſoever doth is a right perfe& Divine, ſaith bleſ- 
ſed Luther in his Commentary on the Epiſtle to the Galatians. A Book 
that. hath more plain ſound Goſpel, than many Volumes 'of 
ſome other Divines. ) Let us keep the Law as far from the buſt- 
neſs of Juſtification , as we would keep Condemnation, its 
contrary. For the Law and Condemnation are inſeparable, but 
by the Intervention of Jeſus Chriſt, our p_ Gal. 3. 10,---14- 
Bur in the _praRice of Holineſs, the fulfilled Law given by ; 


Chriſt; ta Belieyers as a Rule, . isof great and good Ilic-ro them, 
x bath bend Weg 
any walk otherwiſe tha it becometh che Goſpel, it any abuſe the 
Dodrine of Gtace, 'to Licentiouſne; draw the Roa -of Dilci- 


pline againſt.them the 'more ſeverely, that ye'knaw. ſo. many . 
wait for your halting, and ate ready. to ſpeak-evil of the Ways . 
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The Wiſdom of God ſometimes orders the Different Opinions- 
of Men about his Truth, for the clearing and' confirming of it ; 
while each {ide watch the extreams char others may be in hazard 
of running into. And if controverſie be fairly and meekly ma- 
naged this way, we may differ, arid pkad our: Opinions, and 
boch love and edifi: chem we oppoſe, and may be loved, and cdi- 
fied by them. in their Oppolition. 

I know no fear poſſeſſcth our ſide, but that of Arminiaziſm. 
Lrr us be fairly ſecured from that, and as weever hated truc Ag- 
tigomianiſm, ſo we are ready to oppoſc it with all our might. But 
having ſuch grounds of jealoufie-as-E- have named ({ and its well 
known that I have nct named all) men will allow us to fear, that 
this Noile of —y your is raiſed, and any advantage they 
have by the Raſhneſs and Imprudence of ſome Ignorant Men, 1s 
improved to a ſevere height, by ſome, on purpoſe to ſhelter Ar- 
mimaniſm-in its growth, and'to- advance it- further amongſt us, 
which we pray and hope the Lord will preyent. | 


ure, | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


T= Paper, preſented to thee. was in its firft deſign intended as 
2 private Letter to a particular Brother, as the Title bears. 
How it comes to.be: publiſhed, I ſhall noe erouble tbe World wich 
ao accotnbe of TUbink that Dr. Owen's Excellene Book of 7uſti-. 
fication, and Vis. Marſhal's Book of the Myſtery of | 

Faith in Jeſus Chrift, are ſuch Vindications and Confirmations of 
the Proteftant Doftrine, againſt which 1 fear no-effeQual Oppo-. 
ſition. Dr. Owen's Name is ſd favoury, and4 , his ſound- 
neſs ia the Faith, and ability ig Learning for its defence, fo juſtly 
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ted, that no ſober man will attempt him. 'Mr. Marſha! was 
a holy retired Perſon, and is = known to the moſt of us by his 
Book, publiſhed lately. The - is a deep, pratical, well- 
jointed Diſcourſe, and requires a-more than ordinary attention 
in the reading ot it with profit, - {And it it be ſingly uſed, Hook 
upon it as ous of the moſt uſeful Books the World hath (cen for 
many years: Its excellency is, that itleads the ſerious Reader di- 
rely to Jeſt Chriſt, and cuts the inews, and overturns the foun- 
dation of the New Dizanity, by the ſame argument of Gofpel- Helt- 
neſs, by which many atempt to overturn the Old. And as 
hat oeady the al of . high approbation, by many judicious 
Miniſters and Chriſtians that have read it; ſol fear nor, but ir 
will ſtand firm as a Rock againſt all Oppotition, and will yore 
good Sced, and Food, and git, and Life co many hereafter 

All ey defign in publiſhing this, is plainly and briefly to give 
ſome Intarmation to ordivary plain people, who -cither want 
Time or Judgemene to peruſe large and learned Traftates, about 
this point ot Juſtification, wherein eyery once is equally con- 
cerned. ; 

The Theme of Juſtification hath ſuffered greatly by this, That 
-many have imployed their Heads and Pens, who never had their 
Hearts and Conſcicnces (exerciſed about it. And they muſt be 
frigid and dreaming ſpeculations, that all fuch are taken up 
with, whoſe Coniciences are not enlivened with their perſonal 
concern in it. 

Theſe things are undoubred, 1. That, as it is a point of bighe# 
concern to every man, ſo it is 10 the whols-Dottrine of Chriſtianity. AM 
the great Fundamentals of Chriſtian Trath, center in this of Ju- 
ſtificacion. The Wer ay perſons in the Godbead ; T he Incarnation 
of the only otten of the Father, T he Sxtisfeition paid to the Law 
aud Juſtice of Ged, .for the ſins of the Werld, by bis Obedience, and 
Sacrifice of Himſelf in that fleſh he aſſumed, and the Divine Authority 
of the Scriptures which reveal all this ,, Are all ſtraight lines of Truth, 
that center in this Doftrine of the Jufification of a Sinner by the 
Tmputation and Application of that Satisfaction. No Juſtification, 
without a Righteouſneſs ; No Righteouſneſs can be, bur what an- 
i{wers fully and perfetly the Holy Law of God : No ſuch Righ- 
teouſneſs can be performed , but by a Divine Perſon ; No bencfic 
can accrue to a Sinner by it, unleſs it be ſameway his, and ap- 
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plicd ro him ; Nao application can be made of this, but by Faith 
i Jeſus Chriſt. And as the connexion with; and dependance of 
this Truth upon, the other great Myſteries of: Divine Truth, . is 
evident. in > Jain oropatal of it -. So the ſame hath ladly 
bcen manifeſt in chis,, that the forſaking of the Doftrine of Juſti- 
fication by Faith in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, hath been the firft ſtep 
of, Apoſtalic in many,. who haye not ſtop'd till they revolted 
from Chriſtianity it ſelf. Hence ſo many Arminians, .and their 
chief Leaders too, turacd Socinians z from denying Fopyucs by 
Chriſls Righteouſneſs,. they proceeded to the denying of his Satis- 
fattion, from the denial of his proper: SarisfaQionz they went on 
co rhe. denying of-zhe Divinity. of / bis: Perſon: And that man's Cha- 
rity is exceſhye, that will allow to ſuch Blaſphemers of the -Son 
of, God, the Name of Chriſtians. Let not then-the Zeal of any, 
for ſo-fundamental a point of Truth, -as that is of the Juſtifica- 
tion of a Sinner by, Faith iniChriſt, be charged with folly. le is 

ood to be always zealouſly. affefted ina good things and this is 
the,beſt of .chings. 

2- It is undoubted, That there is a Myſtery in this Matter of 
Faſtification,, As it- is God's at, it is an a@ of Free-Grace and 


Deep Wiſdom : Herein, Juſtice and Mercy kiſs one another in ſa- 
ving. tho. Sinner, Here appears God:Man, with-the Righte- 


.ouſneſs of God, and this applied and imputed to- ſinful men ; 
Hete mags Sin and Miſery, are the field in which the Riches of 
God's Grace in Chriſt are diſplay'd. Here the Sinner is made 
Righteous by the Righteoutnels of another, and obtains Juſtifi- 
cation through this Righteouſneſs, though he pays, and gives no» 
thing for,it, God declares him righteous, or Faſtifies him freely; 
and yet he is well- paid for: ic by. the Redemption that is iri Chr: 

Feſtts, Rom. J. 24,25, 26. It is an at of Juſtice and- Mercy both, 
when God juſtifies a Believer on Jeſus: Chriſt, And maſt there 
na then be a peat Myſtery in it?- I not every Belieyer -daily 
admiring the depth of this-way of God ? This M is oſus 
ally,, zxarher dazkned,.. than illuſtrated, by:Logical Terms uſed in 
the handli g, of it... The. only defence: that: good' 'and learned 
men have. for the uſe .of them, is { and it hath green weigh þ 
that the craft of Adyerſaries deth-conftrain them co-uſe ſuc 

Terms to find therg out,. or hedge them .in. It's certain that 
this Myſtery- is as.plainly revealed, inahe Word, as the- or 
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Ghoſt thought fit to do in teaching the Heirs of this Grace ; and 
it were well if men did contain themſelves within theſe bounds. 

3. It is certain, T hat this Dofrine of Juſtification propoſed 
in the Word, hath been wery differently underſioed and exprejjed by 
men, that profeſs that God's Word is the only Rule of their 
thoughts and words about the things of the Spirit of God. It 
hath been, and will be ſtill a Stone of Stumbling, as our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf was, and is, Rom. 5. 32, 33. -1 Pet. 2. 7, 8. 

4- That whatever Variety and Diftercnces there be in Men's 
Notions and Opinions ( and there is a-great deal) about Jofti- 
fication, They are ak certainly reducible to two ; one of which is eve- 
ry mans opinion. And they are, T hat the Juſtification of a {in- 
ner before God, is cither on the account ot a'Righteouſnets in + 
and of our felvcs, -or on the account of a Righteouſneſs in ano- 
ther, even Zeſus Chriſt, who is Jebovah our Righteouſneſs. Law 
and Goſpel, Faith. and Works; Chriſts Righteouſneſs and our 
own, Grace and - Cebt, do equally divide all in this matter. 
Crafty Men may endeavour to blend and mix theſe things toge- 


ther in. Juſtification z but ir is a vain attempr. EP notgon y molt / 14 
re | 


expreſly rejzxfted in the Goſpel, which pcretnptorily rmines 
the Contraricty ,,. Inconſiſtency, and. Incompatibility, berwixt 
theſe two:; Buttthe Nature of the things in themſelves and the 
ſenſe and conſcience of every ſerious perion, doth witneſs to the + 
ſame, that our own Righteouſneſs and Chrifts Righteouſneſs, do com- 
prehend all the pleas . of men-to Juſtification (one or other of 
thera, every: man in the world ſtands upon ; ) and that they are 
inconliſtent'with and deſtruQtive one of another in juſtification : 
if a man truſt to his ors Righteouſneſs he rejefts Chrifts, if he 
truſts ro Chriſts'Rig hteouſueſs he rejefts his Own. - If he withnor re- 
jet his own iy ery as toogood to be renounced, it he will 
not venture on Chriſts. Righteouſneſs as not ſufficient alone, td bear 
him out, and bring him ſafe off at God's Bar, he is in both a 
convicted Unbeliever. And if he endeavour to- patch” up a 
Righteouſneſs before God,» made up of both, he is ſtill under 
the Law, and a —_— of Goſpel-Grace , Gal. 2. 21.* That 
Righteauſneſs chat juſtifies a Sinner, confiſts- is aliguo indiviſubilt, 


and this every man findswhen the caſe is his own, and he ſeris 


5. Theſe 
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5. Theſe different Sentiments abo:it Juſtificatian have been at 
all times managed with a ſpecial Acrimony. I hey that are for the 
Righteouſneſs of God by Faith in Zeſus Chriſt, look upon it as 
the only foundation of all their hopes for etern ty, and there- 
fore canaot bart be z:alous far it, And the contrary fide are as 
hot for their own Righteouſneſs, the moſt admired and adored 
Diana of proud Mankind, as if it were an maze fallen down from 
Jupiter, when it is indeed the do! that was caſt our of Heaven with 
the Dexal, and wiich he-hath ever fince been fo diligent to fer up 
- before ſinfulmen, to b: n—_ chat he might bring them into the 

* ſame condemnation with himſ-lf, gaÞby true Sia, and falſe Righteouſ- 
xeſs be bath deceived the whole world, Rev. 12 9, 

6. As the Holy Ghoſt ſpcakiag in the Scriptures, is the Supreme 
and Tnfallible Fudge and Determimner of all Truth , So where he doth 
particularly, and on purpoſe deliver any Truth, there we are ſpecially to at- 
tend and learn. And tho in moſt points of T ruth, he ulually reach- 
eth us by a barc Authoritative Narration, yet in ſome Points, which 
his I»funute Wiſdom foreſaw ſpecial Oppolition to, he doth notonly 
declare, but debate and determine the Truth. And the Inſtances are two 
eſpecially. One is about the Divinity of Chriſt's Perſon and Dignity 

his Prieſthood, reaſoned, argued, and determined in the Epiſtle ro 
the Hebrews. The other is about Zuſtification by Faith, exatly han- 
dled, in the Epiſtles to the Romans, and to the Galatians. In the for- 
mer of theſe two, the Dottrine of free Juſtification, is raught us moſt 
formally, and accurately. And tho we find no Charge againſtchar 
Church in Pauls time, or in his Epiſtle, for their deparuing from the 
Truth in this Point, yet the Wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt is remark- 
able in this, That this Dofrine ſhould be ſo plainly afſerrted,and 
ſtrongly proved in an Epiſtle ta that Church, the pretended Succeſſors 
whereof, have Apoſtatized from that Faith, and proved the main Aſ- 
ſerters of that damnable Error, of Fuftification by Works. T hattothe 
Com_y q; R_ oma, > —_— un, and oye a bor A- 

ira om the purity of the , in the point of Zuftificati- 
” by Fatth wihou: the Works of the Law. And from theſe rxe E- 
piſtes, if we be wiſe, we mult learn the Trurhof this Dodrine,and 
expound all other Scriptures, in a harmony with what is there ſo 
ſetly determined, asin Foro contradifforw, 


Laſtly, Ir is not tobe denied, nor concealed, That on each fade, 
ſome have run into Extreams, which the generality do not own, but are uſu 
J 
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ally haden with. T he Papiffs run high for Juſtification by Works , yet 
even ſome of them in the Council of Trent,difcourſed very favour- 
ably of Jaſtification by Faith. T he Arminiens have qualificd a little 
the groſsnefs of the Popiſh Dodtrine in this Article; Ani! ſome ſince 
have efſayed to qualifie that of the Arminians, and to plead the 
ſame cauſe more hnely. Again, ſome have run into the other 
extream, as appeared in Germany a little after che Reformation z 
and ſome Tuch there have been always, and in all places, where 
the Goſpel hath ſhined ;, and theſe were called Antinomians, But 
how unjuſtly this hateful Name is charged upon the Orthodox 
Preachers and fincere Eclievers of the Proteſtant Doctrine of Ju- 
ſtiication by Faich only, who keep the Goſpel- midſt berwixt theſe 
two Rocks, i; the cy of this Paper, to diſcover. W hat we 
plcad _ is in fumm, That Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour is the foun- 


tain opened in the Houſe of David, for Sin and for Uncleanneſs, where- 


in only men can be waſhed in Juſtification and Santtification. - 
And that there is noother founrain of mans deviling, nor of God's 
declaring, for waſhing a Sinner firſt, ſo as to make him fic and 
mcet to come to this, to gs to be clean, 


As for laherent Holineſs, Is it not ſufficiently ſecured by the 
$pirir of Chriſt received by Faith, the certain Spring and Cauſe 
at it, By the Word of God, the plain and perſe& Rule of it, . 
By the declared neceffity of it to all them that look to be ſaved, 
aud to juftifie the fincerity of a mans Faith > Unlefs we bring ir 
in to Juſtification, and thereby make our own pitiful Holineſs - 
ſx on the Throne of Judgement, with the precious blood of the © 
Lamb of Gad. 
Though 1 cxpeft that a more able hand: will 'undertake an 

Examiriation of the New Divinity yet to fill up a little room, 
I would fpeak fomewhat to their Achilkean Argument, that is ſo- 
much boafted of, and fo frequently inſiſted on by them as their 
Shickd and Spear. Their Argument is this, ThatChrill's Righ- 
reguſne(s is our Legal Rig #3 but our own, is our Evangeli- 
cal Righteounefs ; that is, when a Sinner s charged wich Sin againſt - 
the Law of God, he may oppoſe Chrifts Righteoutneſs as his Le- 
al Defence, Bur againſt x Charge of Ro eſpecially - 
or Unbelicf, he muſt produce his Faith as his Defence or Righ- 
tcoulnck, againſt rhat charge. 


With 
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. Wirh a great deference to ſuch Worthy Divincs as have look'd 
on this as an argument of weight, I-ſhall in a few words, effay 
to manifeſt, that this is cicher a ſaying the ſame in other odd 
words, that is commonly taught by us, or a Sophiſm, or a depart- 
ing from the Proteltant Dotftrine aboat yay wr 

1. This Argument. concerns-not- at all the Juſtification of a 
Sinner before God. .For this cad, no mare is needful, than to 
conſider, what chis charge is, agaiuſt whom -it is given, and by 
whom. The charge isſaid tobe given in by God, anda charge 
of Unbelicf, or diſobeying the Goſpel. But azainſt whom: , 
it againſt a Peliever or Unbelicver? And theſe two divide all 
mankind. If it be againſt a Be/icver, it 15 a falſe charge, and 
can never be given in by the God of Truth. For the Believer 
is juſtified already by Faith, and as to thischarge he is innocent. 
And Innocence is detence enough to a man fallly. charged, before 
a Righteous Judge. Is this charge given Wagainit an Lnbeliever? 
We allow it is a Righteous charge. Ay, but ſay they # Chritft's 
Riahteouſneſs juſtifie a man from this Charge of Goſpel-Unbelief. The 
anſwer is p'ain, No, it will not, nor yet from any other charge 
whatſoever, cither from Law or Goſpel : for he hath nothing to 
do with Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, while an Unbelicver. :W hat then 
doth this arguing reprove ? Is it, that no mans Faith in" Chriſt's 
Rightcouſneſs can be juſtified in irs ſincerity before men, and in 
a mans own Conſcience, but in and by the fruits of a; rue lively 
faith ? 'In this they have no Oppolers, that I know of. Or'is it, 
That a man may have Chriſt's Righteouſneſs for his Legal Righ- 
tevuſrieſs, and yet be a Rebel to the Goſpel and a (iranger to true 
Holineſs> Who ever aſfirmed -it?- Or is ir, That chis Goſpel- 
Holineſs is that, that a man mult not only have ( for that we 

rant) but alſo may venture to ſtaud in, and to be found in 
Before God, and tocnter into judgement with God upon, in his 


Claim to Ecernal Life } Then we muſt oppoſethem thatchink ſo, 
as we know their own Conſciences will, when in any lively ex- 
erciſe, Theſe plain Principlesof Goſpel-Truth, while they re- 


majn( aud remain they will on their own foundation, when we 
are all ka our Graves, and our fooliſh contentions are buried ) do 
overthrow this pretended charge. 1. That Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs is the only Plea and Anſwer of a Sinner arraigned at God's 
Bar for Life and Death. 2. This Righteouſneb is imputed to 


no 
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no man bur a Believer. 3. When ir is imputed by Grace, and 
applicd by Faith, it immediacely and crernally becomes the mans 
Righteouſacſs, before God, Angels, Men and Devils, Rom.8.33, 
35, 38, 39- lt is a Riglircouinels, that is never lolt, never raken 
away, never incffeftual, anſwereth all charges, and is attended 
with all Graces. 

2. | would as, What is that Rightcouſnefs that juſtifies a man 
from the Sin of Unbelicf> We have rejzc&ed the imaginary charge, 
let us now conſider the Real Sin. Unbelicf is the greateſt Sin 
againſt both Law and Goſpel : More remotely againlt the Law 
which binds all men to believe God ſaing, ſay what he will ; 
more dirc&ly againſt the Goſpel, which tells us what we ſhould 
believe, and commands us to believe. Let us put this caſe (and it 
is pity the caſe is fo rare, when the Sin 1s ſo common ) that a 

r ſoul is croubled abour the greatneſs of the $.n of Unbelict, 
in calling God a Lyar. 1 7obn 5.10. indiſtruſting bis faithful pro- 
miſe, in doubting Chriſt's ability and good-wi!:l to ſave, in ſtand- 
ing aloof ſo long from Jeſus Chriſt ; as many of the Ele@ are 
long in a ſtare oft Unbelicf, rill called ; and the beſt of Believers 
have Unbelief ia ſome meaſure in them, Mark 9. 24 Abraham's 
faith ſtaggered ſometimes, Gen. 12. and 20. \V hat ſhall weſay 
tO a Conlfence chus troubled 2 Will any man dare to tell him, 
thar Chriſts Righteouſneſs is his Legal Righteouſneſs againſt the 
Charge of Sins againſt che Law, but for Goſpel-Charges, he 
muſt anſwer them in his own Name? 1 know our hotteſt Oppo- 
ſers would abhor ſuch an Anſwer, and would freely tell fk, a 
man, that the Blood of Zeſus Chriſt cleanſcth from all Sin, and 
that his Juſtification from his Ulnbelief, muſt be only in that 
Righteouſneſs which he ſa finfylly had rejetted white in-Uabe- 
lict, and now lays hold on by Faith. 

3. Bur ſome extend this Argument yer more dangerouſly, For 
they ſay, That not only men muſt have their Faith for their 
Righteouſneſs againſt the: Charge of Unbelief bur Repentance ax 
gainſt the charge of /apenitence, Sincerity againſt that of Hypecriſte, 
Holineſs againſt chat of' Unbolineſs, and Perſeverance as their Goſpel» 
Righteouſneſs againſt the charge of Apoſtaſy. It chey mean only, 
that theſe things are Juſtifications and Fruits of true Faith and cf 
the lincerity of the Grace of God in us; We do agree to the 
meaning, bur highly diflike the expreſſions, as Unſcriptural and 

yo'y . G Dangerou: , 
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Dangerons,' tending to the diſhonewring of rhe Righteou heb bf 
Chritt. and ro run men on the Rocks ot Pride and Self-Riphte- 
oulnels, that natural corruprion drives all men pon. Bur if 
they mean, that cither jointly or ſeparately, they'are-vur Righ- 
reouſncels before God; or thar- either ſeparate from, or ' mixed 
with Chriſt's Rightcouſneſs, they may be made our Chaim 'and 
Pica for Salvation; I mult ſay, that it is dangerous Doftrine, and 
xs native tendency Is to turn Chriſt's imputed Righteouſneſs our 
of the Church, to deſtroy all the ſolid Peace of Believers, and 
to excinde Gbſpel Juſtifcation out of this world, and-reſerve it 
ro another; and that with a horrible uncertainty: of any particu- 
tar mans partaking of ir. But theſe Bleſſed Truths of God, and 
bleſſings of Felievers, ſtand on firmer foundations than Heaven 
or Earth, and will continue fixed againſt all the Atremprs of 
the Garcs of Hell. Flefſed be the Rock, Chrift, on which all is 
built, bleſſed be the New Covenant, ordered in all things :and ſurt, + 
ard bl-jj:d is he that believeth, for there ſhall be a performance of theſe 
things which are to!d him from the Lord, Luke 1.45, Amen. 


London, Sept. 1. 
1692. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ME Rutherfoort's Letters, the .T hird Edition, Now divided 
in Three Parts; The Firft containing thoſe which were 
written from Aberdeen, where he was confined by a Sencence of 
the High Commiſſn, drawn forth againſt him, partly upon the 
account of his declining them, parr'y upon the account of his 
Nouconfermity The Second and Third containing ſome, which 
were written from Anzoth, before. he was 'by the Prelates perſe- 
cution thruſt from his Miniſtry : others occaſions after- 
ward, from St. Andrews London, &Cc. Publiſhed fu the uſe of all 
tbe People | ; but more particularly, for thoſe who now are, or after- 
wards may be put to { ering for Chriſt aud bas Cauſe. 7A wel-wiſher 
tothe Work, and People of Gad;: Printed for Newman 
at the King's Arms inthe Poultry: | 
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